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LETTER I. 



My very dear Children^ 

X OU can witness that ftn afdent desii^ 
for you to understand the Divine Revelatibti has evei^ 
been an operative principle in my rairid. Tlies^ 
Letters are now designed to show you a connected 
form of the Old Testament, and its iaseparable con- 
nection with the New : — the two together making 
<m^ sacred volume called 'THE BIBLE. Also to 
show you at what period of time each of the Prophet^ 
lived, that they may be read and compared with those 
jhistorical parts of the Holy Scripturea which relate 
io the times when they prophesied ; \a order that 
jiCn* V^y have clear, distinct, and compact ideas r** 



lose parte of ^Divine Revelation : while the Jast 
.etter is inteoded to inform you concerning the 
onderful accomplishment of Divine Prediction, 
fearly the whole of these Letters have been col- 
tcted from Frideaux, Collyeb/Bbown, Scripture- 
ictionaries, &c. As 1 have told you this, 1 shall 
ot cite' any name a)t the bottom of the para- 
raphs, nor mark any of them with inverted 
3mmas. 

In order to compress the Old Testament in our 
oderstandings, so that we may view it in a regular 
ad connected manner, we may consider' it in the 
tUowiog order : — ^The five Books of Moses — Job 
ved about the time of Moses, or before — 
oshoa — Judges — Ruth-;— The two Books of Samuel, 
■here we have the life of David, who wrote those 
'salms called "The Psalms of David." — 1 Kings, in 
'hich is the life of Solomon, who wrote the Book of 
'roverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon- 
Kings. About the time of Amaziah's reign Joel 
rophesied. 2 Kings xiv. In Azariah's reign, 
railed UzziaA in Chronicles) Isaiah prophesied; 
Iso in the reigns of Jo^am, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
saiah i. I. read 2 Kings xv — xx ; about that time 
imos, Hosea,and Mican prophesied; and, according 
> our Bible Chrnnology, Jonah was sent with his 
lessage against Nineveh about 40 years before the 
mes of Isaiah. Nahum seems to have prophesied 
s^nst Nineveh nearly 100 years aftCT Jonah, and 
tbadiah against £dom, or the descendants of E^an; 
fter some of the Jewish captivities ; probably that 
^corded ^ Kings xxv. In the reign of Josiab* 
Kings' X^iii. Jeremiah began to prophesy; and 
ontinued warning the people until Nebuchadnezzar 
ad taken Jerusalem, 3 Kings xxv. Jeremiad 



wap left ia the desolated city Jerusalem, JeMmiah 
XVtix- 14. — He prophesied there, aod also ia 
Egypt, Jer. xxxix. 16 — 18. and xlfii. Jeremiah 
wrote the Book of the I^ainentatioDS. Ezekiel aod 
Daniel were carried into caj^ivity; and whil« 
Jeremiah was prophesying in Jndea, &c. Ezekiet 
prophesied in Chaldea. At the same time also Daniel 
prophesied ; who, we find, was taken into Persia^ 
Dan. X. 13. Esther and Mordecai were likewise 
amone the captive Jews in Persia, Esther i. 2, 3. u. 5. 
read Jer. xxv, and observe the cause of the 70 years 
captivity ; at the end of which Cyrus sent Ezra and 
bis companions to Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple. 
-It is supposed that Ezra wrote the two Books of 
Chronicles. 2^hariah and Haggai propliesied u^ 
£zra's time, encouraging him to rebuild the temple. 
About 50 years after !^ra was sent to Jerusalem 
Nehemiah received his 'commission, and about 50 
^ears afterwards MakiChi p^^esied. 

The Old Testament History ends with the 
Book of Nehemiah, and Malachi was the last of the 
Prophets, 

Observe here — The world w^created 1600 years 
.-before the flood, and 4CiOO years before the birth of 
Christ. The Old Testament ends A. M.* 3600, or 
400 years before the New Testament be^s. 






* A. M. staads for Anno Mukdi, which signifies Tke Tear 
the World:— A.D. for Anno Dohiki, o^ The Year of our 



Ton will find f%e following to be the chronot 
gical order of the Books contEuoed in th« 014 
sstatnent. 

enesis , \ Job 

xodus f 

eviticus V» 

umbers C 

euterononiy ' 

ishua 

jdges— RCith ' 

Samtiel Z" 

Samuel — PsalmB ' ■' '^- \ 

Kings — Proverbsr— Eccleeiastes — Solomoh's Song 

Kiugs-^Joel — Amos — Hosea — Tsaiah^Micah — • 
Jonah — Nahum — Obadiah — Jeremiah-^ 
Habakkuk— ^Zepfaeoiiah . ' ' 

Chronicles >_, »,..._« a.- •.. 

Chronicles j From Adam to the 70 years captintf 

lamentations— Ezekiel — Daniel 

Izra — Hag^;aF— Zechariah 

Isther 

Tehemiidi — Malachi. 



* tliese live Boohs of Moses are called The PE^TAtRDCH. 
he word PentatfiKh means anj book consisting of five part*, biit 
oie especially Ihe five fio«ks of Moses. ' 

The word Genmi signifies beginning, formation, or origiq 
r a thing. The word Exodui, going forth, or departing fron 
place. Tlw Book of Ltvitictu is so called because it principally 
onsists of the laws and regulations relating to the priests, or 
««ite4, aod the .sacrificfs. The Bpok of Nimbert because it 
Hales ta the nuoiberjjlg of the .people: — and the' Boo ^ of 
ieuUronomy, on atJcoimt of its being a repetition of what 1^ 
ecDBaid bdbre* 



When you read &e Book of Genesis yoM will 
lind the^rst of God's institution^, after the creation, 
-was the Sabbath, Gen. ii. 3. The word aabbat^ 
signifies rest ; and, from the creation, the Most High 
^pointed a seventh portion of time for restt as 
a lively representation of that rest spojten of in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews iv. 3. and for the comfort 
and advantage of man : *< The sabbath was made for 
man" — for his enjoyment. The sabbath was mado 
for man, also, as a foundation for divine worship, 
Mark vii. 27. -^x. xxiii. 12- God blessed and 
lanctified the seventh day : .(he word bkss pieaa^ 
to prosper; sothat the Alntighty. Creator ip blessing; 
the seventh. d»y signified it was the divine will it 
sbouldpro^ier orsucceedasa benefitto his creatures. 
To sanctify is to appropriate, tp make holy^ or tq 
seft apart for some sacred purpose. All the vessels 
in the tabernacle, and in tJie temple, were sanctified.; 
OE set apart for sacred purposes : to be used in eucti 
things as pertained to divine worship : so believers 
are sanctified, or get apart for God, as *' temples of 
the Holy Spirit." 

In keeping a sabbath we follow our gloriotw 
Creator as our great Exemplar ^pd Pattern. Ha 
appointed the sabbath — He sanctified it — f^e l)iest(e4 
k— He himself rested on th^ seventh day, and He 
iudlowed it; that is, appointed jtfor holy purposes. 
In God's resting on the ijev<8nth day he oi^lained 
that suitable distribution of tjme as a badge or livery 
to denote that man's religious service was appro- 
priated to Him alone ; and thereby took care both to 
preserve in the minds of mankind, the memory of 
the creation of the world, and 'also the worahip of 
{lim, the only God, by whom it vraa created. We 
A4 
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Biay .conclude therefore, that this divine institutiou 
was not foi^otten or neglected by those who 
feared God, and by guch as offered sacrifices, before 
the time of Moses ; though it is not recorded, 
£xod. xvi. 21 — 30. It appears the sabbath was . 
not a new thing to Moses, but that he knew the 
seventh day was a sabbath, £xod. xvi. 23 — 26. 1q 
Ex. xxxi. 16, 17, it is called a " sign" between God 
and the children of Israel, and the creation is 
given as a reason, which proves it to be univeraaly 
and to relate to all mankind.- Yet- the. Israelites 
were to observe It *'unto the Lord" aa being unto 
them a covenant-God ; for here the word I^rd is 
Jehovah, a promise-performing God. Read on 
this important subject Exodus xx. 10. xxxi. 14. 
Ijevit. xix. 3. xxiii. 3. Num. xv. 32 — 36. Neh. ix. 14.i 
X. 31. xiii. 16 — 19. laiah Ivi. 4. Iviii. 13. Lam.ii. 6. 
Ezek. XX. 12. xxii. 8 — 26. xxiii. 38. Hosea ii. II. 
Amos viii. 6. Luke xiii. 10 — iQ. John v. 3. 
Heb. iv. 3—10. 

la Genesis iv. we read of Cain and Abel pfferii^' 
sacrifices. From this, and from the tenor of the 
Bible, it appears, the offering of sacrifices must 
have been a divine institution,' to lead the mind of 
man to Christ the ^eat sacrifice. Yes, Abel's 
sacrifice was offered itl faith, and accepted in the 
perfection of the " Mood of Jesus"—'* The Lamb 
of God" — " The Seed of the Woman" promised, 
Gen. iii. 15. Heb. xi. 4. Noah built an altar and 
:>ffered birds and beasts ; such as were called cZfon.' 
nz. such as were appointed for sacrifice. Our 
Saviour was a clean, perfect sacrijke. Abram and 
Isaac also, built altars for sacrifice, and Jacob did 
the same by God's command, Heb. x. ) . 1 Cor-v. 7r 



'^la Gen. i. 29. God ^ve a grant to mitn to eat 
jof *' every herb" and " every treee," but there wm 
no grant of animal food nutil after the flood. Read 
Geo. ix. 3-^. As soon as animal food was granted 
BXX>OD was- expressly forbidden. And .>Thy.P ]t 
is blood that maketh the. atonement, Levit. ^vvij. 
JO — 14. Heb. xi. 22. No Israelite, observe, nor 
any stranger, that is, no other person, was to eat 
blood, because it was the life : and it was the life 
jor blood of Christ, which was the great atonement, 
■of which all the jewlrfi sacrifices were but figures 
or representations, Heb. x. 1 — 12. 

. . My dear children, you see blood was not to be 
eaten by any one ,- and that it was forbidden whea 
animal food was first granted, long before, the Jewish 
-dispensation. You read also that after that economy 
was established, blood was not only forbidden te the 
Jews, but also to all other persons, w1k> were called 
atrangers, in contrar-distinction to God's peculiar 
people, ^p^i. ii. 12. And further — at the very first 
planting of the New Testament churchy, believers 
:were expressly commanded not to eat blood. Acts xv; 
ii&. Therefore, never say * It cannot be criminal to eat 
blood,? for " it is not that which goethinto » man %bich 
defileth hini," &c. This scripture does not authorize 
jvhat God had previously fbrbiddeo. One scripture 
taever contradicts another. " God is One.'' 

It is common for persons to suppose the gene- 
alogies in the Kble are of little coo^ileoce; not 
considering how much they tend to prove its 
hannonj. The genealogy before the flood informs 
lis how the ^arth was peopled, aud shows to. what 
,^ great age the antideluvians lived. We thus see 
how T917 easy it wast for ever;; event which oc(;Kn'ed, 



prior to die flood, to be commnnicated to Sbem> 
who lived both before aiid after it Sbem, it appears^ 
iras cotemporary with Abraham, Abraham with 
Isaac, aod so on. Now Adam lived 930 year0, 
Seth 912, and Methuselah, who was cotemporary 
with Sbem. 869 years. So we see Adam could 
record to Seth, Seth to Methuselah, Methuselah to 
Shem, Sbem to Abraham, &c. 

Noah, we read, had three aons, Sbem, Ham^ 
and Japiiet ; from these the earth was peopled after 
the flood. Bat,' without the genealogy. Gen. j[» 
we could not have knowo which of Noah's posterity 
inhabited oae part of the earth, aod which another ; 
and for want of this, we could not faaye understood 
some other parts of Divine Revelation. But them 
genealogies lay a firm foundation for our geogra- 
phers clearly to ascertaie which part of the globe 
was peopled by the posterity of l^em, which 
by Japhet, and which by Ham. It appears tb« 
Lesser Asia and Europe were planted by the seven 
descendants of Japhet : -^ Syria, America, Mesopo- 
tamia, Assyria, Media, Persia, and India, by the fiva 
descendants of Shem; — Africa, Ethiopia,. Cadaaa, 
and Arabia, by the four descendants of Uain, 

Read Genesis ix. 35, &c. Tlie following is aq 
improved trai^slation of that scripture. 

Cursed be Ham, tbe fiitber of Canaan t 
He sball be a servant of scrvantKto hit.bi«tbrra> 
And he laid. Blessed be Jehovah, «be God of Sbci|i f 
For he shall dwell among Ibe tents of Sbeou ' 
God shall give Japbet a lar^ inheriMitc^  ' ' 
shall foe their 8< 
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'' Itlswifilten, "Gerieiis ixr27. 6&tf "WOuW ^SteU 
i» the tents of Skem; which intimates that oar 
liOrd Jesus Christ should spring, " according to the 
flesh," from the posterity of, Sbein i aqd in Genesis xi. 
T?e are told of Shem's posterity- down to Abraham, 
who was one of our Lords progenitors. So here 
we see the use of genealo^, as. it proves the fulfil- 
ment of prediction, Luke lii. 34 — 36. Gen. ix. 27. 

That each of you ^ my beloved (jfllpri^g, may 
know and et^oy the God of Shem, is the fervent 
prayerof . : : 

i Your tD6at affectionate parent, 

I. . .   \i .1 -.   . , 

:'f I.' Aftd sincieiif /cieodf 

:■ .. -i.M':;   . ■■.,:..;■ 1,;^!- ' - 



.,, ., , ;,;,JDpiDpaie the fo^llowing Scriptures. 

j^eta. 1.37. with Mbt.>x\x.*: 

<■-   iit 2.— 'Heb. i». 4. 

, .;ii. 7.-^)1 :Cor.jrv,4jt. 

ii. 24. — Mat. xix. 5. 

, ^ jM„rk X. 7. xxi. 10. — Gal. 

— Epb. V.' 3l. siii. 12, — Roi 

3Cii. 'l. — Acta vii. '3.'  xxii. 17. — Heb.i 

■_;__j Gal. iii. 8. XXV. 23. —Bom. i 

acr. £J'-Row.iv, 18. 



QeQ.xv.S. with JkmasH. 2, 

— Gal, iii. i 

' ' ' XV. IS —Acts vij: I 
xviii. 10. — Kom. \x. < 



LETTER 11. 



Vy dear Children^ 

IT appears tbat Job, as I have premised 
ny fonner Letter, lived about the time of Moses^ 
before. For ia the Book of Job there is no 
usion to the Jewish worship ; Job likewise offered 
:rifice8 himself, as the heads of families did in the 
triarchal * ages : his longevity also, and his kind 
riches, agree with those ages. 

In the patriarchal" times the eldest, or the head 
a family offered sacrifices — ministered in holy 
ings; and this vras the superior part of "what was 
lied The birth-H^ht; which Esau sold^ antl 
uld DOt obtain agam. Genesis xxv. 33. Hebrews 
i. 16, 17. Compare Job V. 13. with iCor.iiiulS. 

lu the Books of Exodus, Leviticns, and Numbers, 
3 institution of the Jewish worship is recorded, 
d every thing relating to that economy ; which 
Col. i. 17. is called a skadoto. . Now thpre can be 

shadow without a body. What, then, or who is 
3 body of which the Jewish economy is a shadow ?- 

' The word patriarch meBtis the head of a houie or ftmily, 
1 is priocipally applied to those heads of houaei who lived 
bie Uoaes, u AdMii, Lamecb, Noah, Abnham, &c. 
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Cbrist, Col. ii. 17. All the Jewish worship, and 
every thiug pertJUDiDg to it was shadowy, ^gurativ^ 
typical, or symbolical, and all had a special reference 
to Christ; he being the sum and substance of all 
the shadows, figures, types, and symbols*. Read 
the-Epistle to the Hebrews, and observe the harmony 
of the two parts of the Bible on this important 
flubject. As all the Jewish worship related to Christ, 
every part of it, even the most minute, was sacred 
or holy. God himself gave directions concemiBg 
«very thing relative to the tabernacle, and corp- 
manded Moses to make every thing according to 
the pattern, Exod. xxv. 9. xxv. 40. Numb. viu. 4. 
Heb. viii. 5. 

In Exodus XX. is the decalogue, or The Ten 
Commandments, which are a summary of our duty 
to God and man. Observe, our duty to God is placed 
FIRST, as being of the Jirst importance, and as a 
foundation for our doty to our fellow-creatures. 
We' cannot walk so as to please God, except we form 
just concejrtions of His glorious character, as He 
has revealed Himself unto us in the word < of his 
grace. We cannot worship God aright, unless we 
worship Him according to his own sovereign 
appointments ; for we are not to set up our posts by 
the Lords posts, Ezelc. xHii. 8. 

• J^^re — The shape, fashioD, form, or represeDtatioo of 
ao; thing. 

, Type — In the Bible, means a sign, or signifier, of sometfaing 

absent, or yet to come. 

St/mhol — A mark, pledge,' badge, &c. 

Symholicgi — [Mystical, expressive of soraetbing hid nndef 
diaracFers. 



1ft. 

As tHrine Worship exceeds all other empjioj^' 

tB in its nntgaitude and consequeoces, as for as 

>en is higher them earth, I earnestly recominend 

your serious atteution the following Holy 

iptures: Levit. x. 1 — 3. 3 Sam. vi. 6 — 10. 

aogs xviii. xxi. xl^ 2 Kings xvi. 10 — 18. 

iabi. 11 — Ifi. Jerem. ii. 13. Mai. i, 6—14. 

t. xxiii. 13 — 15. Luke xi. 52< John iv. 22. 

^or. X. 21. Rev. xiv. 9, 10. xix. 20. Mat. xv. 9* 

. xxT. 40. Mat. xxiii. 9, 10. I exhort yoo to 

rch the Scriptures^ Never be led away in such 

momentous affair as the Worship of God, by 

uoation, principles, famWy convenience, worldly 

vantage, fancy, inclination, opinion, or tradition. 

?member, oh ! remember, you must give an 

count to God HOW you have worshipped him. 

Observe — The Jewish ivorship established by 
od himself, through the medium of his servant 
loses, is called jTAe Jewish eamomy ; it is called 
Iso, The Jewish, or former dispensation*; to 
istinguish it from the present, which is commonly 
ermed, The christian, or new dispensation. 

From this, and from the uniform testimony of 
che sacred writings, we may learn, that no woiBhip 
has ever been acceptable to God, but such as was 
Ordained by himself, and sanctioned by his sacred 
approbation. To establish this and other important 



' Th« word ditptfuation here signifies the severti l>wi God 
Im giyen for the direction of his rational creatures. 

T4ie word tumon^ bean also the same signification. 
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tniths in your miads, I would request yotl tft 
compare tiie foUowiDg texts of Scripture. 



XV. 



Ex. xxiv 8-withHeb. ix SO. 
XXV. 40. — Heb. viii. i. 

— Aclsvii. 44. 

xxxii. T. — Acis vii 40. 

xxxiii. tQ — Kom.ix. lA. 

-xxxiv. 3.S. — «Cor iii. 15 

Levii xi.44.— 1 Pel, i..lS. 

jviii, 5^ Rom x. 5. 

Gal. iii. 18. 

xix. 12— Mat. V. 33. 
xix. 18 — Mat. V. 43. 

— - Mai xxiisg 

" Mnrkxii 31 

Rurn.xiii 9 

Gal. V. 14. 

XX. 9 — Mat. XV. 4. 

xxiv. 20. — Mai. V. 38. 

xxvi. 12 — 2 Cor. vi i6 

Num. ix. 12.— Jolin xiv 36. 



Ex. iii. 6. «iih Mat, xxii. 3 

• : Mark xii. 2 

Luke XX. 3 

-^  Acts vii; 3 

ix. l6 — Rom. ix. t 
xii. 46.— Jolin xix. .S 
xjii. 2. — Luke ii. 8 
xvi. 18.- 2 Cor. viJi. I 
XX. 13. — Mai. V. 3 
XX. I3-17-— Rom. xiii. 
XX. 17. — Rom. vii, 
XX, 15.— M»t. V. 2 

Lnkexviii.2 

sx. 12.— Mat. XV. 
^——^ Mark vii. I 

Epbes. 

xxi. 17.— Mi.t. 

'~ ' Mark vii, 

xxi. 54. — Mat. V. 
xxii. 8. — Acts xxii 



I have told you the Book of Oeuteronomy is 
so called on account of its being a repetition of what 
had gone before. - It seems necessary that Moses 
should have recapitulated the dealings of the Lord 
unto the children of Israel, as a new generation had 
arisen, who had not seen the wondrous works in the land 
of Ham, (Egypt) nor tke terrible things hy the Red 
Sea, Psalm cvii. 22, And as they were just about 
entering into the land of Canaan, if was also necessary 
to inform them by what teiwre they were to hold, or 
keep possession of that good land, Deut. xxviii. 

C!anaan Was a fine, fruit^t country, and there- 
fore a fit type of that rest into whidi every 
cbristiaa DOW eotere, thta <Mdrea of Israel We<»> 
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m typieal: petals -^thejr entered ioto Canaan; so ati 
who ^e believers do enter into resti Heb. iv. 3. 

la Deut. xxxiii. Moses blesses the i^elve tribes ; 
similar to what is recorded. Gen. xHx. where Jacob 
blesses them. The prediction^ contained in these 
blessings were admirably fulfilled when the land of 
Canaan was divided. To the tribe of Judah fell a 
country abounding with vines and pasture^rounds, 
-Gen. xlix. 11. To that of Ashur one plenteous in 
oil; iron, and brass, Deut. xxxiii. 24 — 26. To that 
of Napthali one extending from the west to the 
.south of 4udea, Deut. xxxiii.. 23. To that of 
Benjamin that in which the temple was afterwards 
'built, Deut. xxxiii. 12. To the tribes of Zebulon 
 and Issachar territories that had plenty of sea-ports, 
Gen. xlix. 13. To those of Ephraim and Manasseh 
such as were renowned for pleasant Iruits, Deui. 
xxxiii. 14. And to those of Simeon and Levi no 
particular countries at all : forasmuch as the former 
had a portion with Judah, and the other was inter- 
Itpersed among the several tribes, Gen. xUx. 7. 
Reuben appears never to have been a flourishing 
tribe, according to Deut. xxxiii. 6. Jacob said be 
ahotdd Ttot excel. Gen. xlix. 4. Dan took Laisb, 
Judges xviii. 27, 28. and had tai^e territories, but 
the people were idolaters. This Jacob sefems to 
have foreseen, and therefore uses this aspiration — 
(immediately after his benediction upon this tribe) 
I have waited for Tky 3tUvation,0 Lord/ Genesis 
.xlix. 18. as much as to say, ' Dan will have lai^ 
possesions, but may I have die Lord for hy portion t * 

The chiltlren of Israel did not ccmipletely 
dri^ out the . former inhabitants ,of . Canaan, 
Jo«baa xfi. 14. xvii. 12. 1 Kings U. IQ. Particularly- 



vr 

Oit the c^ast or temtories of Tyre and SHden, (at 
which reason that tract of country appears to have 
retained the name Canaan a great while after thoss 
other parts of the land, which were better inhabited 
by the Israelites, had lost it. The Greeks called 
this tract, inhabited by the old Canaanites, and 
stretching along the shores of the Mediterranean 
Sea, Phenecia. The more inland parts, as being 
inhabited partly by Canaanites, and partly by Syrian^ 
Svro^Pkeneeia; and hence the woman, said by 
Matthew xv. 27. to be " a woman of CSamtaii* ** 
whose daughter our Lord Jesus Christ cured, is 
described by Mark Tii. 26. to be " a Shfro-Phem- 
etan btf nation," as she was a Greek by religion and 
iangu^e. 

You will find Deut. xxviii. contains all the 
promises and threatenings relative to the house of 
Israel, and whatever is elsewhere said on this subject 
is but a repetition. These promises and thrctateniugs 
have had their accomplishment. The children of 
Israel were once a highly-favored people, above all 
otiier nations on the earth ; but their base ingratitude, 
and idolatrous practices, brought upon them the 
most dreadful calamities; 

Sincerely hoping each of you will /ear the 
Lord, 

I remain, 

Ybur tender and afibctiouate mother* 

E. D. 



•>Compttre the follotring Holy ScrifttfilW. 



»Wt.Iv.^.with Heb. xit.49. 

«. fll.-->&0[B. VH. 7. 

 — *■—■ "  Bom. xlii. 9. 
; V. 1?.— Mut. V, 21. 

" Ijok, XTiii. 20. 

V. ig. 

R«in.-xiii. 9. 

•-^-- Rott. ciH. 9. 

-.i_ — *-Liik jtviii.20 

 ■■■. ,  — Kon. xiii. g. 

y. l£.— Mat. XV. 4. 

MarhTii. lO. 

 — --^ — ^hes. vi. S. 

vi, 4— Marhxii iQ. 

.' ' vi 5. — Mat. xxii.37. 

w  Luke a. .gj. 

, Ti. IS-^Mat. «. JO 
! — '■ — Lute iv. 8. 
¥(. 16.— Mat. IT. 7. 



Deat.vi, l6.witti LnbeW. IS. 

Tiii. S. — Mat. i». 4. 

-  Luke IT. 4* 

' XTiii. 18. — AcU iii. SS, 

ActflTii. 57. 

xix. 15'. — eCor.xtti.i. 
-Mat.xTiiilfi. 



. J ohn TiiU 17* 

xix. SI— Mat. V. as. 
Xxi 83— Gal. iii. 13. 
XXT. 4. — 1 Cor. ix. fl, 

iTim V. 18. 

xxT. A.— Mat.irxii.24. 
—  ' Mark.xii.lS; 

Luke XK.CS. 

xxvii. £(}.— Gal. iii. lO. 
XXX. le— ^Ri. 'k. 6. 

14 — Rom. X. ft. 

xxxii SI. — Rom. x. 1^ 
35.— Rom. xii. 1% 



LETrER IIL 



Jify dear Ckildren, 

YOU bare nnderstood it was Josbua 
who led the i^H^dren «f lenxA over Jotdan into the 
l^d of Canaan. The first iuhabitants of that 
ctftiirtTy were the descendants of Canaan, the son of 
Ham, the son of Noah. Upon the sea-coasts by 
Camtan, the Philistines ^r Palatines dwelt, wh<» 
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MmA ftKStti some, of the desdeodjUits of Miz:faiini 
Oanann^s brother; whence, in after. ages^ the .whole 
country was called Palestine: It contained in length 
about 3^00 miles, in breadth about 80 mil^. Oa 
the west of tfett laad«f Canaan was the Meditet-raneaiit 
lulled the Weai Sm; oiu tb« Boltti<-wefit Caoaaui 
jttrictlf E«. eaUedr or Ptienecia; on the north and 
north-east, werti Moaat Libanus aad Syria ; and od 
the south were the Edomites, or Idumeaos, the 
posterity of Esattt Jacob s brotlier. 

When Canaan was subdued by (fae childrda of 
tsrael, it ivafrdiTided-iirto provinces orshireai Levi's 
ftiaily had sA^part or lot, JoMi. xiii. 4; It.wes dis^ 
persed among all tfae .ttibes, aa4 attended on ths 
priests' office, and holy rites. Neither was there any 
tribe c&Hed the triie of Joseph; but Jolie{A% two 
8onfr bating been adopted fay Jacob, they were mad« 
the heads of .tnifaw, and are veckoned tnjiteaii ot 
Joseph and LeVin . 

. J>ati was pedboned the utihost ancieht toi^it 
imr^wardof Canaan, as Beersheba w^sonithward. 
Henoe Ihat Scripture, "From Dan even to Beer^ 
feheba," that is, firom one end of <^e land to :the other* 

When the children of Israel .passed over Jor^aa 
their cfaSef camp was in Gilgal, in SfenjajalB's lot^ 
about two miles on this side Jordan ; and there was 
the thbertikcle of' Ood fixed, and the sacrifice! per- 
fmued, fef about'aeveu 'years ; during the warriiig 
i^ainst the Canaanite^. \ After that, haviujf rest, 
they fixed tire tabernacle at Sfailoh, in the tribe <rf 
Sf^raim, more in the heart ctf the country; and 
ttiere the sevEn^l tribes took poi^session of their IbitSi 
Tte taberaacle, with the solemn Worship and 
B2 
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sacrifices, continued at Shilob abote 30d ycatSt 
until the time of Samuel. 

Observe — The word Joshua imports, one who 
taves. Thus the very name of the person appointed 
to cmiduct God's chosen people into Caoaan, is of 
the same 8ig;nification as Jesus — 'A Saviour, of 
whom Joshua was a striking 6^re. ' 

Until Saul reigned the children of Israel were 
governed by judges, who were as God's vice-gerents i 
so that when the people made an offer of the govern- 
ment to Gideon, be answered thus: — I will itoi 
ruU ovar you, neither shall my son; the Lard shali 
rale over you. Judges viii. 23, Sd. 

Besides the chief judges there were VO elders 
chosen, some of Ae heads of their tribes or fiunilies, 
to assist iathe government. Numb. xi. 16. .And 
this was the rise of the great council or Saobedrimy 
mentioned in Matt. v. 22 : which even in our Lord's 
time had, by permission of the Romans, great power. 
Beside t^ -Council, or Seventy, there were lesser 
courts of i justice at the gates, or entrances of tbe 
cities. Heade the raijust rulers were reproved by 
the prophet, because they had " turned aside the 
pobr i« t^- gate from their right," Amos v. 12- 
Lameota. v- 1^ Compare Josh. i. 5, with Heb. xiii;d. 

' In the book of Judjf^ we find, after the'death 
pf Moses and Joshua, and the elders who outlived 
bim, the children of Israel became idolaters ; wor- 
l^ipping the gods of the ne^hbouring nations, aiid 
intermarrying with the heathen — these tilings geq^ 
nily proving cause and efSect. In t^ese times of 
''oarchy mid confusion, whea "every one did that. 
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which was ri^t in his own «ye8," Judges xvi 
those disorders are supposed to have been cot 
which are recorded in the last five chapters of. 
and the account of them seems to have been 
at the end of the Book, that the principal 
might not be interrupted. 

In the Book of Judges we read of the wo 
strength God gave unto Samson for extrao 
purposes. His hair being preserved was 
token, or eoveoant of that strength. But l 
plying with the persuasions of Delilah, and s' 
his hair to be cut off, he broke the covena 
forfeited . the spirit of strength and courage, 
left to his own kutaan weakness, he was b< 
ioto the hands of his enemies. Read Judges 

The gorernment of the judges continuec 
300 years, and is called a Theocracy ; which a 
either the iiumediate goTernment of God him 
that administered by his prophets. 

CoQceming the Book of Ruth it n 
observed, one design of it appears to be to sh 
l^nealogy of Christ, who, aa many descmide 
Boaz and Ruth. Boaz was one of the post 
Pharez. the son of Judah, the son of Jacob. 
Book of Ruth we read of the ceremony of 
cff the shoe, as used in redeeming laud, 
contracts. It is thus understoodr— ^A man put 
his shoe, and giving it to his neighbour, si 
tliat he thereby made over his right of pos! 
QE going over it as the owners to that per 
. whom he gave his shoe. 

In the Book of .Huth. there is a b( 
lalutalioQ from 3oaz to l^ Kvpets—The 1 
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4»M ymt. The Apostk saya — Farewell, 2 Gok, 
Xiii. 11. -There is a strikiag analogy in the exi 
p^ressioDs, and both are very comfn^misive. Boas 
IS meationed in the New Testanaeat 9s ooe of oue 
liord's proseuiiora. Matt. i. 5, 

When you read over the Books of Samuel you 
saay obserre-^ln 1 Samuel x. T. -we find Samuel 
anointing Saul with oil, according to t dirioe conl^ 
ooand, 1 Samuel ix, 13, This wits a ceremony per- 
formed iu the Eastern countries when any persoa 
entered upon an important office. It was symbolical, 
and very significaDt. This anointing) or pouiiog oil 
ob the head, is called an unction, John ii, 20. ( " Ye 
have an unction, 6(x." or, Yeare annwfeif with the' 
Holy Spirit) The word anoint, in Scripture, meaoa. - 
to separate, to consecrate, Ex. xxx.30. xl. 11. xl. Id, 
Levit. xvi. 32> This anointing^ was a sacred iasti- 
tntion, and of diviue original, Exodus xxx. 22 — 28. 
The Lord gave ^lecial direction for the makiog of^ 
this ointment, and forbade any to be made like it,* 
seeing it was to represent holy thingS, and pertained 
to the Worship of God. The anointing in the Old 
Testament exactly correspouds with tbaX in the 
New ; one is a shadow, the otiier the substeDce-^ooe 
is a symbol, the other the veiy thtiig- that symbol 
-was iiAended t6 represent. That is, the anointing of 
the Old. Testament was a symbolical refvesaoti^oA- 
of the gift -of the Holy Spirit, or, the Ba^rtiam of.th^. 
Holy Gboyt^ Oer Lord is called in the.Hebrev 
Xesmak, or Messitts^ti the Greek Christ^, aod both! 
^\%aiSy fmoip.ted.  tic was indeed the ojunnlfid >Qhej: 
having tbq Spirit >'" .without measure; "' notioR a»/ 
communicatioQ — it was his own, PselIio n. 3f/ 
Ixxxix. 19,20. John i. 41. Acts iv. 27. Heb. i. 9. 
Believers aixanoiBted» £C6i.i. 21/22. Iidknnl27. 
H^e sgauKWic seetheqoityiof thaBiblet '---- 
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Ib 1 SaiK. X. &^11, we cead of the " Sjpoiit oftbe 
Lord comiDg upon Saal," so agab, xi. 6 ; aod in 
1 Sam. xvi. 14, we read of the " Spirit of the Lord 
departing Irom Saul." This Spirit of the l^rd was 
a spirit of government, which was girea to Saul whea 
he was appoiuted king, but, on account of his wicked- 
ness, it was taken from him. " The Lord rejected 
him." Compare 2 Sam. vii. 14, with Heb. i. 5. 

In 3 Sam. v. Q, the Jebusit^ oftll Z>aTid's anny 
the.lame and the blind — poor, weak creatures. They 
tell hiia be should not go into the city except he 
took them away, tbinkiog he could not go io irf aU^ 
In Terse 8 David, in return, calls. tl^ J^buaitea 
iiind.and lame, and sa;9, tkejt were kated^Mt, tavli 
-not iram personal aqimosity, but becaose they had 
PBBiiffio Uie chosen people op Goix 

My dear Children, earnestly denrkig each of 

r« may be a partaker of the Pivine AwHiriK^ 
renaki. 

Your aflfecUouate paie»t. 



jL^^tov/j;;!!!'^^ 



LETTER IV. 



My dear Children, 

YOU will find afteraTheocracy of about 
300 years, Saul was anoiDted king over the house of 
Israel, comprehending the twelve tribes : — Reuben, 
Simeon, Judah, Issachar, Zebulon, Dao, Naptfaali, 
Gad, . Asher, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Manass^. 
Only four kings reigned over, these twelve tribes^ 
viz. Saul, David, Solomon, and Rehoboam. In 
Solomon's reign the kingdom of Israel attained to 
its highest glory, which glory lasted only about 40 
years. In Rehoboam 's reign ten of the tribes re- 
volted, and had Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, for their 
king, 1 Kings xii. 20. The tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin remained with the house of David — See 
the promise, % Sam. vii. 12 — 16. After this division 
the ten tribes were called the kingdom of Israel, 
though they had no kings in regular succession. 
The capital of the kingdom at first \Vas Shechem, 
1 Kings xii. 25; then it was Tizrah, 1 Kings xiv. 14, 
17 ; and afterwards Sam^ia, 1 Kings xvi. 24. This 
was the chief city in the tribe of Ephraim, and the 
prophets speaking <of Samaria and £)phraim, some? 
times metm the kingdom of Israel, Hosea vi. 4, vii. 1. 

The tribes of Jadah and Benjamin were called 
the kingdom of Judah. The priests, os kvites. 
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who <were dispersed in cities throughout the lafid of 
Israel, and whose business was to ipstract the people 
in the law, and to officiate at Jerusalem (for whicb 
eaase no doubt they were cast off by Jeroboam, 

1 Kings xii. 31.) did not revolt from the house of 
David, but resorted to Rehoboam at Jerusaleu), the 
capital of Judea, as did some out of every tribe, in- 
duced by their example, 2 Chronicles xi. 13, Ifi. 

From the Israelites entering into Canaan, to 
their division, was 470 years, 1 Kings xvii. 

After Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, carried the 
ten tribes into captivity, they never more were a 
kingdom. It is said, 2 Kings xvii. 20, " The Lord 
rejected all the seed of Israel ; " — viz. the ten tribes^ 
They returned no more to tlieir own land as a body, 
or kingdom, but were scattered amongst the natious^ 
This is called The first ca}itivity. 

TTie tribes of Judah and Benjamin still re^ 
mained a kingdom ; Jerusalem continued their 
capital, and their kings were of the posterity of 
David, in a rightful succession. The kingdom of 
Judah is sometimes called the house of Davids 
sometimes Jerusalem, and sometimes Zion. 

I The two kingdoms of Israel and Judah bad 
been divided about 230 years, when part of the 
Israelite were subjugated by. Pul,. king. of Assyria,' 

2 Kings XV. 19, 1 Chron. v. 26 ; and about 20 yeara 
afterwards the rest of the kingdom of Israel were 
made captives by Shalmaneser, 2. Kings. xvii. 23. 
The kingdom of Judah lasted about 120 years aftee 
tiiat of Israel, and then went into captivi^, 
S.Kings xxiv and.xxv, ln,orderto see the cause 
of these calamllieB, rend Jer. %xs, and X^er. xxvL 4 



AAar the two Books of Kings, the 1 
of Jeremiab should be read. Jeremiah wko cgs ed. 
the ealamitOBS state of Judea after IN ebacbadneszar 
had desoliUed that country, and iu his LaneatatioBS 
over the ruiued city of Jerusalem, leads the mind to 
a Gonfflderation of the awful consequeocn of i«« 
belling against the Most High. 

The two Books of Chronicles were probably 
written by Ezra, after the captivity. The first 
Book contains a genealogy ibr, perhafw, above 300CI 
years — from Adam until after the 70 years captivity 
10 Chaldea. 1 Chrouicles ii and iii, and viii. 40. B.re 
supposed to reach down nearly 3500 years frwn 
Adam. This genealogy was of great use to the 
Jews who returned from Babylon, to fix ihem Vh 
their respective tribes and families, and is calculated 
to be of use to us, to manifest our Redeemer to be 
the promised Seed of David, of Judah, of Aforahaa^ 
and of Eve. In Genesis iii. 15, the Messiah is 
promised to Eve— Gaieus xii. 9, to Abraham — - 
Genesis xlix. 10, to Judah — and in 2 Samuel vii; 
16, 16, to David. 

What is recorded in the Book of Esther, hap- < 
pened during the 70 years captivity. Esther ami 
her uncle Mordecai were among the captives carried 
into Persia by Cyrus. This - was tlutt Cyrus of 
whom Isaiah had- predicted, Isaiah xb. 2, h. xir¥. 
38. xlv. 1. xlvi. 11; and who suit Earn t» b«il4^ 
the second temple. 

Shushan was the capital of Perna, where Ae 
palace wa«, and is called a city, }tMber m. 1^ 
Mordecai kved at ^usban, Esther ii. 5, aad the . 
Ahasueras mentioned in Esther, is supposed ta bv 
*^*. same as Artutenfls in EsmTU. 1> Hamao, tk« 
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ereAt enemy of the Jews, seenw to have been an Adi» 
S^ite, of the posterity of Agag, Est. iii. 1. Tbest 
Aiii'alekiteswere always enemies to thefaonseoffsraelf 
£xod. xviL 8. 1 $fuo. xit. 48. xxrii. 8. xx\. 1. 

The Book of Ezra was probably writtm by him 
whose hame it bears. It contains a history of 
'about 80 years, and shews the divine fulfilmeDt 
of all those predictions of Moses, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
MicBh, &c. which respected the deliverance of the 
JewBout of Babylon, or Chaldea. The number of 
|be people who came up oat of the captivity wail 
recorded for the benefit of the Jews, to whom th« 
*' Oracles, of God w«re given/' Rom. iii. 2. It ap> 
pears from Ezra's account, that at the return from 
Ohaldea, there was only a poor and sin&ll remnant 
left, of tbe once wealthy sumI numerous tribes of 
Jud^ and 'Beojamia; and only four, out of the 
twenty-four orders of {n-iests, returned from th« 
captivity Ezra was aman^ the captives, whea 
Cyrus took'Babylon; of whom Isaiah had spokea 
neaiiy 300 years before. This city Babyfon, which 
was the caintal of Chaldea, was famous for its 
*' two-leaved gates of brass," Isaiah xlv. 1, which 
were of wonderful strength; Yet Cyrus mmt go 
tbeoa^ them, and take Babylon, for "Jacob's 
sake, and Israel, the Elect oi God.'' Isa. xlv. 4. 
"We find in Ezra i. 2, Cyrus knew of Isaiah's pre- 
diction concerning- him, and therefore, in the first 
^lear of bia: government in Chaldea, he sent Ezra, 
and -"as'inany as would go up to Jerusalem,** to 
bikild the hotiM of God^— the second temple. 

In 2 Sam., vii. 3, David laments his dwetHng im 
a £de bouue of cedar, wbile'the Ark of God dwetV 
^n skins, or curtaiiuR. - Conti^ming Uie ttrui^ar* «# 
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^is ark, and of the taberoacle, read Exod. xxv, to 
^e eod of Exodus : and then the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, especially from chap, ii, to x. 19. The 
tabernacle, the ark, the high priest, &c. were all 
figurative of Christ. The tabernacle and temple 
worship were a shadow of good things to wme, 
Heb. X. 1, and Christ is the " Sum," or substauce, 
Heb. viii. 1. 

That the temple of SolomoD was a figure, of 
Christ,. see John ii. 21. There the Lord communed 
with his people from the mercy-seat, and in Christ 
the Lord now communes with his people. Compare 
John xvi. 24, with 1 Kings viii. 29 and 42. 

Observe — Solomon's temple was bnilt A. M. 
3000, OB Mount SioQ, catted Moriah, 2 Chron. iii. I. 
This glorious edifice stood only about 400 years, 
and was then destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 18, 19. It laid in 
ruins nearly 60 years; until Ezra built the second 
temple, about A. M.3468, Ezravi. 13. This second 
temple was propbaned by Antiochus £{HpfaaDes, 
A. M. 3839; the ordinary sacrifices were discon- 
tinued, and the image of Jupiter Oljpmpius was set 
Upon the attar. It continued in this condkum for 
^ree years, Dan. xi. 31. 

The second temple was rebuilt by Herod, 
A. M. 3987 ; — 46 years before the first passover (^ 
Jesus Christ, as the Jews observe to him, John ii. flO. 
Though the temple was thus rebuilt, yet it was not- 
called the third temple, because it was built upoa 
the same foundation as the second: whei^as the 
second temple was built on a new foundatioa, tfaftt 
of t!^ first being completely rased. 
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10 Altbough Herod ^as not 46 years Ituilding this. 

It temple, yet that time was occupied, it seems, in 

bt making additions to it, either for beaiitf of strengdi; 

i and that was called buildiHg it. Accordiog to 

It historians, this temple did not subsist above Tt 

i, years, being destroyed by the Romans A. D. 70. 

% 

Five things were wanting m the second tenple, 
which were in the first. 1- The ark, with the pro- 
i pitiatory, or mercy-seat. 2. The fire from hearea, 

i vrhich consumed the sacrifices. 3. The Shecioab, 

t or Divine Glory, by which God used -to HMuaifett 

! his presence. 4. The TJrim and Thnmmim,* on tiie 

breast^^plate of the high priest, whereby God an- 
swered .the people. Lastly, The spirit of prophecy, 
which ceased at the death of Malachi. 

After the time of E^ra, the Scriptures were 
read to the Jews in Hebrew, luid interpreted in the 
Chaldee language, which the Jews bad learnt ia 
captivity; But after there was a Greek translation, 
it was interpreted to th«u in that lagguage, in some 
synagogues. Hence the distinction, Acts vi. 1. 

llie Book of Neheraiah was probably written 
by himself. It commences 12 years after the un- 
hallowed marrif^s, and, including at least 13 years 
of historical account, reaches to about .the 104th 
jrear after the return from Babylon. Neheiniah 
was among the captive Jews in Chaldea, and during 
the 70 years c^tivity, Cyrus, who was general to 



* The woHs Ubih and Thumhih (Exod. sxviii. 30.) signi^ 
Ught tod Perfettun. 



so 

Wl tladc Daritts the Msde, conqifered Childea, 
ftnd took BmhjIoD, that gnat citj, the etaporiaoi of 
^ worlds Dan. v. 30. The Jeire then belonged to 
Mm Itiog of Persia, aod it appears that some of thens 
were carried into the eastern parts of that cbcntry 
by CyruB^ or Darius hn niccessor, Est. ii. 5, d. 
Nehemiah went with these, for we find him cup- 
bearer to the king at Shoshan. Ezrai had the 
pnNc^ni *Ktbority in Jerusalem, until the arrival of 
^ebwniah, vHio was sent into Jaded by Artaxerxes, 
tiHtfleemid Darios, wkh the power and cfaaracter 

-:..:Weicad that flie enemies of the Jews Caused the! 
^li£afi;.of tiie temple to be stopped, Ezra iv. fr— 24< 
until Darius sent orders for it to be contioiied, 
Ezra vi. 6 — 12. It is said in Ezra i< that in the 
** first year of Cyrus, Slc." that is, in tVtk first year 
ef his reignit^ as king orer Cbaldea, for whoi he 
look Babylon, he was, as before obserred, only A 
geoieral, or commander, under his uncle Dartua* 
So it is said, Dan. v. 32. " Darias the Median took 
tiie kingdom." Cyrus succeeded tub uncle in the 
kingdoms of Media and Chaldea, as he did his 
fishier in the kingdom of Persia. Another Darius 
saoceeded Cyrus, Ezra vi. 1. and t&is Darius is sup- 
posed to be the same as Ahasuerus, or Artaxerxes, 
£zra iv. 6. Esther i. 1. 

Here ends the Old Testament history, ami none 
«€ tlie prophets survived this period exc^MS'litchi^ 

Malachi prophesied A. M. 3600, and 400 years be- 
fore the Divine Incarnation, which makes up the 
4000 years from' the cceatioa to the coming m the 
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Earnestly Deconunendi^ each Af yon, n^ 
Child reo, to tbe Word U tlw Lobi»» I subacdb*. 
myself, 

Yoor tender parent. 

And mo»t sincere friend, 

E. D, 



LETTER V. 



My beloved Children, 

YOU will find the Book of Psalms a 
ttiost beautiful part of Holy Writ, calculated to 
V delight and edify the spiritual mind. They vvere 
written by David and others under the immediate 
iaspircrtion of God, and many of them relate to 
Clirist the spiritual David. Althoueh some of the 
Psalins call for vengeance upon enemies, the enenUeg 
^ the l^ord are intended ; for the writers of the 
Psalms were holy men of God, and therefore could 
not be viodictive or revengeful. Besides, they wrote 
accopdiag to th»^ dictation of the Holy Spirit, and it 
may be noted, that whatever injuries are done to tbe 
Jsrtwl of God, God considers them as committed 
Itgainst himself; as we read concerning those nations 
who were enemies to his people, the Jews: viz. tbe 
Assyrians, the fiabylouiaus, the Tyriaos, &c. Hence 
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tre ate led rightly to understand David s hard 
takings concerning bis enemies, for they were th^ 
enemies of God, and of his chosen. 

Compare the following Scriptures. 

Psjxix. 9. with Johoii. 17> 

-i ' — Rom. XV. S. 

22.— Rom. xi. 9. 

25.— Acu i. 20. 

Ixxviii. 2.— Matt. xiii. 35. 

25 — John vi. 
Ixxxii. 6. — John x. 
lxxxix,20. — Acts xjii. 
xci. 11.— Matt. iv. 6- 

—  Luke iv, 10. 

xciv. 1 1.— I Cor. iii. 20. 
xcT, 7. — Hebrews i. 6. 
II— Hebrewsiv. 3. 
cii. 25 ^Hebrews!. 10. 
civ. 4 — Hebrews i. 7- 
cix. 8. — Acts i. 20. 
ex. I. — M&t.xxii.44. 

Luke XX. 42. 

Acta ii., SS.. 

Hebrews!. 13. 

1 Cor. XV. 25. 

4,— Hebrews v. 6. 

Heb vii. 21. 

cxii. 9— S Cor. ix. 9. 

cxvi. 10.— ^ Cor. iv IS. 

1 1 — Homansiii 4. 

cxvii, I. — Bom. XV II. 

cxviii 6.— Heb xiii. 6. 

QQ — Matt, xxi 42. 

Mark xii. lO. 

Avta iv. 11. 

— ^1 Peier it 7. 

25— Malt xxi. 9. 

cxxxii. U —Acts ii 30. 

cxl. 3.— Rom. ni. 13, 
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Ifi. — Mat. xxvii. 35^ 

John xix, 24. 

xxii. 22— Heb ii. 12. 

xxiv. I.— 1 Cor. X. 2f). 

xxxi 5 — Luke xxiii. 46 

12. — I Peter iii. 10. 

XXXV 19— John XV. 25. 

xl 6— Hebrews x. 8. 

xii. 9 — John xiii. 18. 

xliv. 22- Kom viii. S6. 

xlv.fi- Hebrews i. 8. 

Ii, 4 —Rom, iii. 4. 

Iv 22—1 Peter v. 7- 

Ixii. 12.-1 Cor. iii. 8. 

Ixviii. 18.— Epbes. iv. 8. 



8? 

I^e Book o( FroTerbs was written by SolomeB* 
l)UMt ,probably id his old age. Ita Hebrew n^me, 
it seemsi -w^s Mischeih, which word is said to 
inporti '' Sentences well pressed together ; powerful 
" to cominand our assent, and regulate our conihict.'' 



.feachiog by such Proverbs, or short, sulMftmotial 
sentence was a very ancient, and is a very pjaio, 
itfofitable, and easy method of instractioa. These 



ProT xvii ISwilh iPetiii^. 
XX 40,— Matt XT. 4. 

 — Mark vii. Vh 

XXV.2I.— Bom. xii. 80. 
xxvi. ll.-4Pet. ii. M. 



Proverbs oi Solomon are the inspired dictate of the 
Holy Spirit to him, and are oft^n quoted, or alluded 
to, as such, u other inspired books, as may be. re- 
murk^ ia the margin of our common Bibles. 

Compare the following Scnptarea. 

I'roT.iii.7.with Rom.iii. 16. 
iii. II.— Heb. X 
IS^Heb. X 

i Re». iii. 19- 

X, IS. — I Peter tv. 6. 
xvii. 13— lTbess.v. 15. 

The Book'of Ecclesiastes is h^hly preceptive ; 
showing the vanity, or transitory nature, of all 
things under the sun. From the Book of Bcclesiastes 
we learn, more especially, two important lessons: — 
That no solid pleasure can be derived from earthif 
things, because they are fluctuatitra;, and there is 
^otbmg permanent in them. And, from this Book» 
we are more particularly led to see the folly of not 
eitfot/ing what we possess, whether it be little or 
much. Solomon saw a sore evil under the su» — 
|;reat possessitMS, and little enjoyment ! 

The Soi^ of Solomon, or the Book of Canticles^ 
is often passed over, or spoken of, contemptuously, 
but Dr. Prideaux baa observed, when wemterinto 
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Vm vn^sttmdittg of the Song of Solomon, we enter 
■into the Holiest, or most holy place." This is 
ttne, and before we read the Book of Canticles, we 
, shall do well to consider — This Book of Canticles, 
or iwe-songs, was written iu an Eastern country, 
and'coiiseqaently partakes of the manners and lan- 
'ffuage of the climate. Again — The most impassioned 
l^gnage in these Canticles agrees exactly witii aH 
!tfie trther Holy Scriptures which relate to the sftme 
subject, Psalm x\v. Isaiah Ixi. 10. Ixvi. 9 — 13. Ix. 
l*-22, Ezek. xvi. 8—14, Lnke xv. 20. John iii. 29. 
Ephes. 5. 32. Rev. xix. 9. Christ calls himself the 
bridegroom, and the church is called the bride — 
tiie spouse — whom he embraces as the object of his 
conq^lacential delight. She is even called the 
BoDV of Christ — part of Himself, and He is called 
Iter Hbad. This mystical and wondrous union of 
Chriat and bis Church, and their reciprocal love, is 
:^^e-gnind subjeet of the Song of Soloniou: And 
Are may consider tb^ all things in the creation were 
macte for Christ,, as Well as by bim, Col. i. 16, and 
that fkifAt grand and original design was to " set bis 
glorias, forth." Therefore we so frequently find 
created things brought forward to elucidate this 
gloribus Substance; both in regard to what he i)i 
m himself, and aUo what he is made unto us. When 
ve understand this, we then see die great beauty 
which is contained in such expressions as, " I am tlK 
Rose of Sharon."—" As the apple-tree among the 
trees, so is my Beloved among the sons." Abovl? 
all we 'may consider, that, in the most peculiar 
manner, the .marri^e union was designed to be^ 
figure of- Christ and the Church, Eph. t. ^-'^S. 
Tlieir being One. One in nature — One in the Divine, 
One in the human nature^One iii spirit — Onem 
love — One in enjoyment. One ^re tim* began-^ 
'^ne w time — One throughout a glorious eternity! 
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. Afler all these wonderful and astotiishingly 
BttbliiiAJ subjects hare beea cooidered aad digest^ 
can wayone affirm ' The language in the. song itf 
Solomon is improper — it is too warm, too glowiii|ft 
too energetic. No. Our coid language does not 
afford such ardent, glowing colors, so strikingly 
to represent the excellencies of Christ, ' and his 
" Choaen in Him/' much less to set forth their re- 
ciprocal affection. Language of cTery name, indeed, 

18 ^TOO SHORT. 

In the Song of Scrlomon this question is asked, 
" What is thy Beloved more than another beloved, 
O thou fairest of women ? " The answer is, " My 
Beloved is the ckiefest of ten thousand, and altogether 
lovely." " In Him a thousand beauties meet and 
shine. " He is infinitely lovely, and above and 
beyond all consideration, of sin, be well sustains 
these, amongst many other, glorious characters: —  
Alpha and Omega — The Elect of God — The Head 
of His Church — The Bridegroom — Immanuel, <« 
God with US— The Firat-bom— The Elder Brother— 
^*ft King in Zion — Our glorious High Priert — A 
Piophetsfflit of'God— The Anointed of the Father— 
The great Anointer of His Brethren-^The Medt- 
atOT-^The Inheritance of His Saints — The Hock rf 
Ages— 'Rio Sun' of Righteousness — The Plant of 
Renown^^The Glory of His People. 

* ' ' In consequence of strf. He bears such chanicteiti 
as, The Lamb of God— The Savionr— The Rei- 
deemer—TTie Surety— The Sin Oflfering — ^Thegrent 
SaerifiGe — The Propitiation — ^The Ransom Prwe-^ 
•She Purffier of His People— The Advocate-i-The 
IntOTcessb^. 

■. ' " • c a 
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Oh! my children, how ardeftt is my" Aesir« 
that all of you may know this glorious charac«€*y 
The Son of God; whom to know is everia$ting- 
n/ef 

I am, 

Your affectionate motlier, 

E>I>- 



LETrER VI. 



My dear Children, 

You will find a clear uaderetatidiii^ 
conceroinK the time when each of the Pr<^h(4fe 

fiTopfaeBied very edifying ; and this was in the .fbl< 
owBig order. Joel, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, and 
Jtficah pn^hesied unto the children of Israel before 
the first c^tivity, as recorded 2 Kinga xvii. 20. 
and Jonah and Nadium against Nineveh, the capital 
of Astyriat before the first captivity. After that 
time Obadiah prof^esied against Hoe deeoendaoto 
vi Esau, who are called Edom. After the first 
captivity, and before the second, Jensniah, 
Habakgukand Zephanibh prophesi^. During tb^ 
second, called the 70 years captivity, .{Izekiel and 
Daniel prophesied; after the 70 yean cf^vity^ 
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^Se^hariah amd Ha^gai prophesied, 9aA ocatIj 100 
afterwards, Malachi prophesied. 

It. appears that the last six chapters io Zachs^* 
riah were wntten by Jeremiah, for the prediction? 
ill them seem to comport with the time when 
Jeremiah prophesied, Zach. xi. 23. Matt, xxvii. 9. 

The Jews called Joshua, Judges, Samuel, 
;Kii)g8, aud Chronicles, the /(yrmer prophets. Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Bzekiel, and the twelre lesser prophets, 
the latter prophets. The five Books of Mosea they 
galled the Law. Heoce these words, " The Law 
aud the Prophets," Matt. xxii. 40. The rest of 
the Sacred Writings they called the Hagiographa. 
.'J'hey did not reckon Daniel among the Prophets ; 
some say, because they thought hint more like a 
courtier than a prophet. 

According to our Bible Chronology, Joel 
seems to have prophesied before Isaiah ; perhaps 4Q 
years. He prophesied in Judah, and delivered 
maay glorious predictions concerning the gospel- 
day. Compare Joel ii. 28, with Acts ii. 17, and 
Joel ii. 32, with Rom. x. 13. 

Hosea prophesied near the time of Joel, 
probably while Amaziah reigned, 2 Kings xi^. 
^osea ii. 21—23. is explained by Zach. viii. 11, 12. 

Compare the following Scriptures. 

Hoseai. !0 with Rom. ix fi7. Hcm. x. 8 with Lak«zxtii.30. 
ii. 83.— Rom. ix. 25. xi. I.— Matt. ii. I«. 

, . — —.I Peter ii. 10. «iii. 14.-1 Cor, kt. 5$. 

Wj_6.^Matt. IK. 13. 

C 3 
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Amos was a native of Judea, and ' began -tv 
prophesy along with Hosea. He predicts thh 
establishmeot of the gospel church, Amos ix. 15. 
Compare Amos t. 25, with Acts vii. 42. Amos vi. |, 
with Luke vi. 24. Amos ix. 11, with Acts xv. 16. 

Micah prophesied with Isaiah nearly 60 ^'ea-rs. 
His prophecies, were calculated to convince th« 
twelve tnbes of their wickedness, and lead them to 
Repentance. He also comforts the people of God 
"with promises, and the grace of God through 
Christ, Micah ii. 12, 13. iv. 5. vii. 7 — 20. Compare 
Micah v. 2, with Matt. ii. 6. Micah vii. Q. Luke 
^u. 53. ' 

Isaiah prophesied in the days of Uzziah (called 
Azariah, 2 Rings xv. 1.) Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 
kiah, 2 Kings xv, xvi, xvii, xviii, xix, and xx ; for 
iw>re than dO years, and is called the Evangelical 
Prophet, on account of his many and clear pre^ 
dictions concerning Christ. 

The predictions of distress, and of prpsperity, 
announced to the twelve tribes by Amos, Hesea* 
Isaiah, and Micah, have had their different steps ot 
iiilfilment. 1. lo the invasion of Judah under 
Hezekiah, the merciful deliverance therefrom, and 
the reformation and prosperity which followed, 
2 Kings xix. 34, 35. 2. The invasion under Mianas* 
sah, the deliverance therefrom, and the reformatioa 
and prosperity under Josi^, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11. 
2 Chron. xxxiv, 8 — 13. 3. Their captivity ia 
Babylon, and return to Judea, 2 Kings xxr. aud 
Ezra i. 1. 4. Their persecutions under the Syrof 
Ffaenecians and the Romans, add their present Lone 
and wonderfiil dispersion into all nations. 
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Jh. liz. M with Itom. xi. 26. 

Ix. n.—Rer. xxi 2* 

. 19.— Rev XXI. S3, 

SO.— R«v. xxii 

Ixi. 1' — Luke iv, 

Ixii. II.— Matt. xxi. 5. 

Ixiv. 4.— 1 Cor. i 



Tsa. Ixv. I with Rom x. S8. 
S.^Roin. X. ai. 
17— « Peter iii. IS. 

Rev. xxi. I, 

Ixvi. I. — Acts vii. 49, 
S4.— Mark ix. 44, 



The prophet Jonah was sent against Nineveh 
^rhaps 100 years before Isaiah prophesied. la 
2 Kings xiv. 25, Jonah is mentioned as having de* 
livered a prophecy which then had its accomplisfa- 
inent He seems to have lived ui the reigns of Joash 
king of Israel, and Araaziah king of Judafa, 2 Kings 
xiv. 33' 2Chron, xxiv. 25, Nineveh was the capital 
of Assyria, and the Assyrians were great enemies 
to .the Israelites. Compare Jonah i. 17, with Matt, 
xii. 40. Jonah iii. 6, with Matt, xji. 41, tmd Luke 

Nahum appears to hare prophesied a little 
before Sennacherib invaded Judea, in order to com- 
fort the Jews with the approaching destruction of the 
Assyrian army before Jerusalem, and afterwards of 
their eminre, and of Nineveh their capital, 2 Kings 
xviii and xix. 2 Chron. xxxii. Isaiah xxxtu. Com- 
paie Nahum i. 15, with Romans x. 15, 

The prophet flabakkuk lived about the time of 
Jnemiah, and during the reign of Josiah, 2 Kings 
xxi. 2. He predicts the ruin of the Jews, Habek. i, 
5 — 11; and of the Chaldeans, Hafoak. ii. 1 — 8. 

Read Hab. iii. 3. This signifies God manifested 
his glory from Mount Sinai, in the wilderness of 
Faran, which was in the lao^ of Teman, er Seir, 
''Ixodus xix ajid jtx. 
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Compare the foHowing Scriptn^es. 



Hab. ii. 4. with Gal. in. II. 

. Galat ii. «0. 

II, — Kom. viii. 62. 

Kev. vi 9, (0. 

14,— Kev. xis.. I, 2. 



Usbalc. i, Jiwith Actsxiit.Ht 

i. 2.— 2'Peter ii. 8. 

i. 16 — ttevel. xi. 10. 

. . ii. 4,1 — Ropaabs i. 17' 

Hebr. x. 38, 

S Coria. v. 7. 

2fephaniah prophesied at the same time as Jere- 
miah. He foretels the desolation of the Jews by' 
the Chaldeans, and points out the causes of it. He' 
also deuouQces the destruction of the Philistines, 
and other enemies of the Jews. Compare Zeph. i. 7, 
■with Rev, xix. 17. Zeph. i. tl, with Rev, xviii. 11. 
Zeph. iii. 11, with John iv. 23, and 1 Tim. ii. 8. 
Zeph. ix. 10, with Acts viii. %7. 

Read Zeph. i. 7. The slaughtered Jews were 
flie sacrifices to God's just vengeance, and the 
Chaldeans, or Babylonians, were the guests ap- 
pointed by Gk>d, not only to slay them, but to feed 
ppOD, aod devour their substance. 

The prophet Obadiah also seems to have been 
cotemporary with Jeremiah. His short prophecy 
contains denunciations against Edom, the descend-' 
Ants of fisau, for their unkindness to their brother 
Jacob ; or the Jews, Jacob's posterity. Here also 
^ a gradous promise of Christ's kingdom being 
erected, verse 17 — 21 ; which compare with Liik« 
V. 33, and Rev. xi. 15., 

According to Brown's Bible Chronology, 
Jferemiah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah prophesied 
between 6 and 700 years before Christ ;- in the xciga 
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of Josi&h, S K.iDg;s xxu and xjoii, fod 3 ChroBittai 
xxxiv, XXXV. Jeremiah coutinued to propbe^ until- 
the final captivity, aud until the city of Jerusal^aa 
iraB destroyed by the Chaldeans, 2 Kings xxv. 
Z Chroii. xxxvi. Jerem. xxxix. Jeremiah's pro- 
phecies-, and these historical events, will be read to 
most advantage if read together. So also will the 
prophecies of HabakLuk and Zephaniah, which were 
delivered about the same time as Jeremiah first be- 
gan to prophesy. Jeremiah was left iu the desolated 
city of Jerusalem, aud there wrote his LameatatioDS, 
but the prophecies contained in Jeremiah xiri — lij, 
were all delivered a cousiderable time before the. 
destructioD of Jerusalem ; and this may serve as an 
explanation of chap. xxv. It appears that Hab- 
akkuk and Zephaniah did not lire to see the genera] 
captivity, which Jeremiah survived, and was, there- 
fore, cotemporary with Ezekiel and Daniel; but 
they were in difierent peaces : — Ezekiel in Chalde:^ 
delivering his prophecies ^d Daniel either iu. 
jpabylon or Persia. At the same period of tio^e^ 
also, Esther and Murdecai lived, 

JereQiiah, togetber with «ucb of the p^oor as 
V^re left in Judea, and those who succeeded them, 
quickly after the murder of Gedaliah by Ishmael,' 
retired into Egypt, where most of them perished in 
a few years, when Nebuchadnezzar ravaged that 
country, Jerem. xliii, xliv ; where we find the ^e- 
6|niction of Egypt foretold. 

Jeremiah was a priest, descended from Aaron'; 
he was very early called to the prop)^etic joffioe, anA 
continued faithfully discha^-ging; it 40 or' 50 years. 
Qe Uved iu a time of great calamit/, ^d ^ifflictioo. 
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His first ^r sertoons ute generally pt^n, chap, 
ii — xii. The following sixteen are mostly intro- 
Huced by sorile typical emblem, or expreju^d ia 
^guratiVe lai^age, xiii — xxxr. 

The predictions of Jeremiah relative to the 
oppressive captivity in Babylon, and the deliveraiit-e 
therefrom, together with all those concerning the 
Egyptians, the Philistines, Tyrians, Zidouians, 
Moabited, Ammonites, &c. bare had their complete 
fulfilmeut ; and the Chaldeans themselves, after 
;t>aving beenas a rod to scourge other' natious, vrere 
^t last chastised for their wickedness. 

Read Jerem. xxxv, 2. The Rechabites' man- 
ner of living was not only a matter »/' reiigion. but 
also a civii -ordinance. They were Keuite^, or 
Midianites, who used to live in teuts, as the Arabs 
still do, Hab. iii. 7, and who sprang from Jethro^ 
or Raguel, Moses' father-in-law. Exodus iii. 1, 2i 
xviii. 1. Numbers x. 29. Judges i. \Q, iv. II. 
8 Kings X. IS. 1 Cbrooicles ii. Sd. Jeremiah 
#xxv. 2. 

Jerem. xvi. 14, 15, shows that the deliverwam 
«f.tbe children of Israel out of captivity, should b* 
grefUer than that put of £^pt. 

In . Jerem. xxiii. 33, 'we find that prophecist 
uttered against a country were called burdnta, aa 
against Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre, &c. Scoffers xa^ 
infidels made a jest, or ridicule, of this word httriieni 
and therefore tlie Lord conjmaoded that it should 
be no more used. ' Observe — The word burden 
here E^nifies, a vieitm of heaojf Judgments} aa aim 
in Xsaiidi^ 1. 



Cotapare the followiag Scriptnzes. 



Jeie.Tii.1 1 with Mat.xxi.)3. 

Mark xj. 17- 

— Luke xix. 4S. 



ix. 24i— I Cor _ _ . 

2 Cor X. 17. 

X. 7. — Revel, xv. 4. 



Jer. xvii. 10 with Rev. ii. «S. 

XXXI. 15.— M«tU ii. 18, 

18— 2 Cor. vi. 18. 

SI.— Hebr. viii. 8. 

Ii. 8.— Rev. xviii. 2. 



Ezekiel prophesied between five and six hun- 
dred years before Christ. He was carried into 
captiTity, into Chaldea, aad there he delivered his 

£rDphecies. Ezekiel was . a priest, and mentions 
kaaiel as beings of great repute for his 'wisdom, 
£zek. xxviii. 3. In Kzek. i. the living creatures 
respect special manifestations, tlie wheels peculiar 
and OTer-ruling providence. Kzek. xlviii. shows 
the oneness and equality of all Iirael — the breadth 
of the land is eqval to all. This prophet, in an 
eminent degree, was a type of Christ. 

The prophet Daniel was carried captive into 
Chaldea, and was taken into Persia by Cyrus. 
Daniel was one of the first who were carried captive 
into Cbaldea, and he lived to see the deliverance. 
His first six chapters are generally historical ; the 
last six prophetical, containing the four visions of 
the future state of the world, and the Church of 
God. The predictions in Dan. ii and vii, are as 
a sacred calendar, or great almanack of prophecy ; 
being a prophetic chronology of events measured 
by ^succession of four principal kingdoms, from 
the beginning of the captivity of Israel, until the 
mystery of God should be finished. They are, as 
it icese, the great outlines, the rest are mostly the 
fitliog up of the parts. And as these prtQihecies io 



' <!fonipare the following Scriptat^ . 

Exek. ii. 3 with Rom. x g. D&n.ix 27withMat.xxiT.I5.' 

XX II. — Romana X. 5. — ^ Markxiii.l4. 

x«Bi 7 Matt xxiv.29 -^ ' — ^Luke xxi.fiO.' 

xxxvi 20. — Kom. ii. 24 

llaggai and Zechariah prophesied after the 
70 years captivity. According to Brown, Haggai 
begaa his public work 10 years after the Jews 
returned from Chaldea, his design is to encourage 
them to build the temple of God, and he continued 
prophesying about four months. He lived about 
620 years before Christ. Compare Haggai ii. G, 
with Heb. xii. 20. 

Zechariah prophesied about the same period of 
time. After a solemn call to repentance, he relates 
nine encouraging or alarming visions, chap, i— vi ; 
and, iu three t<ermons, directs tlieir practice, .and 
foretels their trials and deliverances, and those of the 
KOHpel church, to the end of the world, vii.'i-xiv. 
Compare 

2ec.viii l6wifhEph.iv.85 Zec.xii.10wiihJohnxix.37'. 

ix 9 — Mutt xxi. 5 xiii. 7. — Mat. xxvi.31. 

John xii 15. Mark xiv. 27« 

xi. IS— Mat xxvii. 6 

Malachi prophesied aboot 400 years before the 
coining of the Messiah, and was the last prophet 
oent to the Jews, until John the Baptist. MalaChi 
appears to have prophesied soon after Nehetniah's 
government, and his principal design is to reprove 
fiift Jews for. their neglect, or profanation of "God'si 
ordiuances, their sacnlege, heathen marriages, and 
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^ings oj Assyria, 

Tiglath-Pilleser 
Shalmanes^r 
Sennacherib 
Esser-Haddoa 



The ten tribes were 
subdued by Sennache- 
rib, and carried into ^ 
strange land by Esser- 
Haddon his son. Se- 
Tcral kings succeeded 
these, but we read no- 
thing of thetn in Scripture 
*till the reign of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who led the 
king and people of Jn- 
dah into captivity, and 
also .conquered Assyria, 
which was then added to 
the Babylonian empire. 



XI. 

PropJuts. 

Jpn^ 
A'niba 
Hosea 



Propheik wntiMuati . 

Micah 

Nahutn 

Habakkuk 

Zepbaoiah 

Joel 

Jeremiah 

These were Bfint 
during the reigns of the 
kings of Jndah and 
Israel, to warn them 
and the people to depart 
from their sins, and to 
promise blessings to the 
^thfiil. 

Jeremiah continued 

Daniel 

Ezekiel 

Obadiah 

Haggai 

Zechariah. be rethmed 

from the captivity 
Malachi, the last of the 

prophets. 

These prophesied 
after the Jews were car- 
ried into captivity, 'till 
prophecy ceased. They 
comforted the people 
during their absence from 
their own land* and fbre- 
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XIV. 

JK^ws of Egypt to whom 
- . tne Jews were in sub- 
. JeetioH in consequence 
of the division of Alex- 
ander's kingdom. 

Ptolemy Soter 
Plolemy Pbiladelphus 

Ptolemy Evergetus 
Ptolemy Epiphanea 
Ptolemy Philometer  

DuriDg the reign of 
the last king the land 
of Judea was annexed to 
the kiogdom of Syria. 



XV. 

Kings of Syria to whom 
the Jews were in sub- 
' jection. 

Antiochtis the Great 
Antiochus Epiphanes 

'Antiochus Eupatol" 
Deoletriua Soter 



Iq the leigD of this 
king the Jews made a 
le^ue with the Romans. 



Kings ofSjfTui, 4v. 

Alexander Belus 
Demetrius Nicanor 
Antiochus Theus 
Tryphon 

Antiochus Sidetus 
Demetrius Nicanor re> 
stored 

Id the reign of this 
Iftng Hvrcanus shook 
off the Syrian yoke. 



XVI. 

Roman Triumvirs Oft 
whom the Jeivs vere 
dependent. 

Pompey the Great 
Julius Cesar 
Mark Anthony 
Octavius, CRiIed after- 

wards Augustus Cesar, 

Emperor 



XVII. 

Roman Governors of 
Syria tcia impressed 
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Mf dear Children, tf your delight U inTAe 
Mme of the Lordt the foregoing Letter wi^l be v^ 
j^Ieasant to yuu. 



I wa, as always. 

Your most aflectioQate parent. . 
E. D, 

LETTER VIII. 

Mif dear Children, 

TO know something of the fulfilment 
of Divine Prediction will, perhaps, afford you much 
gratitication, aad render the following long letter 
both interesting and instructive. 

The land of Judea 6rst demands our attention. 
This was a proviuce in Asia, called anciently, Cauaan, 
or Palestine, afterwards the land of Promise, the 
land of Israel, and lastly, Judea. It was not named 
Judea until after -the return from the Babykuiidi 
captivity. Since that time it has been called the 
Holy Land, being the place where our Lord so- 
journed while on earth, and is known by that name 
until this day. The foregoing Table shows the state 
of Judea down to Herod, who was kihg of that 
country when our Lord was born. 
»4 
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3ix.34w3»; xxviii. 24— 2fl. xxxiv. 13^-81. xxxri. 
34 — 38. xxxvii. 48. Dan. xii. 1. Hoe. i. 11. iii. 5. 
H. 14, 23. vj. 2. xiv. 1;— 8. Joel iii. 1 — 21. 
Amosu. IS. Obad. 17,21. Micii. 12, 13. ir. 6r— 13. 
vii. 12^20. Zeph. iii. 9—20. Zecii. viii. 7—13. 
x..6^12 xiy. 1, 2. Rom. xi. 15—32. 2 Cor. iii. 16. 
flzeki xxxviii. 3d. 

-Many of these predictions have had their accom- 
plishment. The calamities of the Jews iii all aires, 
since our Lord's time, have been wonderful ! About 
A. D. 70, the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, after 
a dreadful siege, when, according to historians, 
women even eat their own children through excessive 
hunger It is said a million lives were lost at 
Jerusalem alone, besides two or three hundred 
thousand in other places] Not one descendant of 
Pavid, that could be found, was left alive. 

In the second century, it is said, 600,000 Jews 
perished by. the sword, and many more by hre, 
famine, or pestilence. For several years fairs were 
held in Syria, for selling Jewish prisoners, and many 
perished in Egypt byhunger,8hipwreck,or massacre. 
About A. D 100, Adrian biiilt his city on Mouiit 
Calvary, and,' in contempt of the Jews, erected 
A marble statue of a swine over its principal gate. 
For about 500 years after this they durst not, 
.without bribing the soldiers, or hazardii^ their 
iives, approach near the ruios of their once sacred 
CS^tal. 

Since this period the Jews have continaed 
scattered among all nations. Dreadful have been 
^eir persecutimis fay the kings of Persia, Roman 
emperors, Arabiau caliphs, kings of Spain, FruaC«, 
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l^tom the twelve sons of Ishmael are derived tlie 
tw^ve tribes of the Arabiaoa, which' are still ^ob- 
sistiog. Their deecendaots inhabited the latid lying 
between Havilah and Sbur. Havilah was near 
where the Ti^s and Eupbr^es met, and Sbur was 
a city bordering upon Egypt. The Hagarios were 
the descendants of Uhmael, they are called also 
Ishmaelites and Saracens, and lastly by tiie general 
uame, Arabians, Psalm Ixxxiii. 6. 1 Cliron. v. 10. 
The Sonptures make frequeut nieution of the 
Arabians as a powerfbl people, who valued them- 
selves much upon their wisdom. Their riches 
consisted principally in flocks and cattle. They paid 
Jehosfaapbat an annual tribute of 7700 sheep and as 
many goats, 2 Chron. xvii. 11; and the kings of 
Arabia furnished Solomon with a great quantity of 
gold and silver, 2 Chron. ix. 14. They loved war, 
but earned it on rather like thieves-and plunderers, 
than a people under discipline and accustomed to 
military exercises, 2 Chron. xxii. 1. Their abode 
iras generally under tenta, and they lived at libei-iy 
in the fields, concerning themeelves little about the 
cultivation of the earth, Isaiah xiii. 20. Thie is the 
}dea the Scripture gives of the ancient inbabitauta 
of Arabia, and it oompoits with these words; 
Gen. xvi. 12, " His band shall be against every 
man, and every man's band against him." Most of 
the Arabians speak of themselves as descended from 
Ishmael, they still live by robbing and plundering 
strai^rs, and in Tillages composed of tents, which 
they leave when tfaey cannot get food for their cattle. 
The Arabians used to practise circumcision, they 
call themselves the noblest people in the world, and 
for that reason match with no other. They wer* 
never conquered by Uie Egyptians, Greeks, RoiQauf^ 
Bor Tartan. 



called tdutneaus, Isaiab xxxiv. 5. Ezek. xxxt. 15. 
Mark iii. S. In Genesis xxxii. 3, Edom is called 
the Land of Seir; so af^in in Gen. xxxvi. 20, 21. 
In Isaiah xx. 11, Edooi is denouiiitated JJvmah. 
These Edomites dwelt in the land of Seir, south 
of Canaan, E/ek. xxv. 12 — 14. xxxv- 2 — 5. 
Amos i. It. The Bdomites were a subjugated 
people in David's time, 2 Sam. viii. 14, and served 
the children of Israel for several generations, bat 
Jehoran] having revolted Jrom God, events were so 
ever-ruled that the Edomites revolted Jrom him, 
and, having exjiellod his viceroy, chose tiiemselres 
a king of their own, and never more were in sub- 
jection to Judah, 2 Kings viii. 20 — 22. Thus Isaac's 
prediction was fullilled. Gen. xxvii. 27 — 40. We 
tiee /utw Esau was " under the dominion of bis 
brother Jacob," and also how he " broke the yoke 
from off his neck." Esau subjected himself' by sellii^ 
his birth-ri^rbt, and is called a " projane person," 
Heb. xii. 18, because he was guilty of profaDi^oa 
in pouring contempt upon a divine iTistitutiou. The 
btfth-right consisted in this sacred privilege, together 
v/kh others, that he who had this birth'right was 
spriest in his family, to mioisteF in hol^ things. 
Mow it was this sacred priviiege, which £&au s(Md, 
but this wae not the privilege or hlessing yihidti he- 
is said to have " sought carefully with tears," btit 
could not obtain, for be totally despiaedit; — it 
was the power, the dignity, the superiority aittached 
to primogenitorship, that he. was amratious .to 
T^aiu. 
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Mark iii. 8. This Tdtimm, or Edom, wss a pr»- 
vince of Arabia, which derives its name from Edom 
or Esau, who there fixed his habitation. He settled 
at tirst ia the mountains of Seir, in the laud of the 
Horites, Gen. xx.xvi. 20, to the soutb east of the 
Dead Sea and the Mediterranean. Duriag tbe 
Babylonish captivity, and in tbe times when Jiidea 
was almost deserted, the Idutneaus fell upon the 
territories which lay to Uie soutb of Judea, and 
advanced as far as Hebron. Hence that tract of 
Judea which they inhabited retained tbe oame of 
Idumea iu our Saviours time. 

We read concerning Hadad the EdomiW, 
1 Kings xi. 21. 2 Cbron. xxi. 8, 9. xxv. 1 1 — 14-. 
Isaiah xxi. 11, 12. Some think this was Essar- 
Haddon, king of Assyria, litaiah xxxiv. 1— 5 These 
Idumeans, or Edomites united with Nebuchadnezzar 
against Jerusalem, bnt about five years afterwards, 
Nebuchadnezzar humbled them. About A. M. 3920 
they were eutirely conquered by John Hyrcauus, 
and were made to submit»-to tbe Jewish appoint? 
jnents. They continued subject to tbe latter kings 
of Judea, uutil the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans. It is said they came to its assistance 
when besieged, but they 1^ it before it was taken 
and returned into Idumea, which is now a province 
of Arabia. The Edomites' captivities prove the 
fulfilment of these prophecies, Jerem. xlix. 7 — 22, 
Isa. xxi. 11—13. Ezek. xxv. 12, 14. Amos i. 11, 12. 
Joel iii. 19. Obad. i. 21. Mai. i. 3, 4. 

^ David having conquered Edom, 2 Sam. viii. 14, 
became master of two great sea-port towns on tbe 
■Red Sea, Elatb and Eziogeber, which formerly 
belonged tQ Edom. David having these two sea- 



|»0rt8^ took adtantage of them to begin a very gfeat 
traffic to Ophir, Tarriiisb, &c, From Ophir he 
brought the 3000 talents of gold which he gave for 
tb« bonse of God, 1 Chroa. xxuc. 4. Solomoa 
carried oa the same traffic to Ophir, and had from 
thence, io otie voyage, 450 talents of gold, which 
is about ^4,683,675 sterling, 2 Chronicles viii: 18. 
Solomon, in order to people Elath and E^Dgeber 
most to his advantage respecting the trade, brought 
thither from the co^ts of Palestine as many as he 
could obtain of those who had been most used to 
the sea, especially of the Tynans, whom his friend 
and ally, Hiram, furnished him with in great numbers. 
The Tyrians were then, and for many ages after- 
wards, the most skilful in naval affiiirs of any people; 
but the use of the compass being not then known, 
the way of navigation was by coasting, which often 
made them three years upoQ a voyage which now 
may be finished in almost three months. In order 
that this trade from Elath and Eziongeber might be ' 
well conducted, Solomon went there in person,' 

2 Chron. viii. 17, and-' succeeded so well in this 
business, that he drew to these sea-ports, and from 
thence to Jerusalem, all the trade of Africa, Arabia, 
Persia, and India (the East Indies) and here was 
the fountain of the immense riches which Solomon 
acquired, 1 Kings x. 27. But in Jehoram's time, 

3 Kings viii. 20, when the Edomites revolted from 
him, he lost these two sea-ports, viz. Elath and 
Eziongeber, and from that time the Jewish traffic 
through the Red Sea was interrupted, until the 
reign of Uzziah, who recovered Elath again to 
Judah, planted it with his own people, and renewed 
the old traffic, which was continued until the time 
of Ahaz Rezin, king of Syria, afterwards took it, 
aiid peopled it with Syrians, 2 Kings xvi. 0. But 



the next year Tiglath Pilleser conquered Syria, and 
took with it Elath, that great sea-port; paying no 
regard to bisfrieud and ally, Ahaz. Thus tlie Jew» 
lost this great trade, which was at length engrossed 
by the Tynans. Tyre, by the prophet, is called the 
" mart of nations," Isaiah xxiii. 3. They funiished 
all the western part of the world with the wares oi 
Persia, India, Africa, and Arabia. 

But other searports being built on the Egyptian 
or western side of the Red Siea (Elath and Eziou- 
geber were on the eastern side) and fleets being sent 
from them to all the countries where the Tyrians 
traded from Elath, the trade was drawn to Alex- 
andria in Egypt; there it continued many ages, 
during which Alexandria was the greatest mart in 
the world. All the traffic which the western parts of 
the globe had, from that time, with Persia, India, 
Arabia, and Egypt, was wholly carried on through 
the Red Sea, aiid the mouth of the Nile, the great 
river of Egypt, until a way was found about 300 years 
since, of sailing to those parts by the Cape of Good 
Hope; after whieh the Portuguese managed this 
trade, but it is now -almost wholly in the hands of 
the English and Dutch. This is a general outline of 
the East India trade, from the time it was first begun 
by David and Solomon, to our present age. 

The Amalekites, it is most likely, sprang from 
some of Hams descendants, for Moses mentious 
them. Gen. xlv. 7. It appears that they were too 
numerous a people at the time of Israel's departure 
out of Egypt, to- have sprung from Esau, who had 
a grandson named Amalek. But it is common for 
two or more persons who are mentioned in the Bible 
to have the same name. Gen. xiv. 7. In Number* 
KUT. 30, Balaam calld theiu the ^"^ first oj natimM " 



I did the Edomites, but we fiad nothing of this kiud 

recorded. The Amalekites were always enemies to 

'l Israel, £xod< xvii. 8 — 16. 1 Sam. xv. 1. xxx. 1,2. 

I 'Esther iii. 10. And as the Israelites were God's 
peculiar people, whatever waa done against them 
the Lord always rdseuted. 

( Saul was commiuided utterly to destroy thesa 

1 Amalekites, 1 Sam. xv. 3. But Saul thought htm* 
j self wiser than God in the disposal of these people, 
so he destroyed pari, and part he left. Thus he 
rejected a divine command, and the Lord rejected 
him from being king. 

The Moabites were descended from Lot, Abra-^ 
ham's nephew, and were coitsequently related to the 
Israelites. Moses, therefore,, was commanded not to 
destroy them, Deut. ii. 9. Their capital city was 
Ar, on the river Aroon, Deut, ii. 18, but in 2 Kin^ 
iii- 25, and Isaiah xvi. 8, 1), it is called Hiraseth, 
that is, a city with brick walls. History informs us 
this city was destroyed by an earthquake. It seems 
from Numbers xxi. 1, and xxxiii. 48, that the land of 
Moab lay near the land of Canaan. Read Numbers 
22d, 23d, and 24th chapters. Judges xi. 13 — 18. 
2 Kiugs iii. 4 — 27. Isaiah 15th and 16th chapters. 
Jeremiah xlviii. 1 — 47. £zekiel xxv. 8. Amos ii. 
1—3. Zephaniah ii. 8. . . 

The Moabites had an idol called Cheiuosbr 
Numb. xxi. 29. Some have supposed this was the 
same as Baal-peor, and to this god, Solomon, during 
hisdeelension, erected an altar on the MouutofOlivea, 
\ Kings xi. 7, called the hill which isb^ore Jerusalem. 
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HistoYy inferma us that five yeanr after ihe kio^* 
dom of Juflah was carried captive, Nebuchadnezzu^ 
carried the^Moabites into captivity, beyond tbe river 
Euphrates, aa the Prophets of the Lord had 
tfareateued them, aod that Cyrus sent them hmne 
a^in, as he did the rest of the captives. So here we 
see by the Moabites' captivity, how the prophecies 
couceruiog them were fulfilled. 

After their return from captivity they multiplied 
and fortified themselves, as the Jews and other 
Deighbouriog^ peof^e did; but they were still ia 
subjeetiou to tlie kings of Persia, (who were after' 
wards .conquered by Alexaoder the Great) and in 
obedieDce t& the kings of Syria aiid Egypt succes- 
sively, aud at last to the Romans. It is supposed 
that ia the latter times of the Jewish republic the 
Mt^hites obeyed. the Asmoneau kings, who reigned 
over Judea I^ .years, i^d afterwards Herod the 
Great, who lived wbeu-o.ur Lord was bom, and who 
had all the children kjlled iu Bethlehem under two 
years old, as recorded Matt. ii. 16, In £zek. xxv. 8, 
we are told the cartse of the - Moabites' captivity ; 
they despised the - house of Israel, God*s peculiar 
people. -But in Jerem. xlviii. 47, the Lord protuises 
.tfaem.'a deliverance out-of captivity. 

The Ammonites were also the descendants of 
.Lot, Abraham's nephew, and related to the children 
of Israel. Therefore, as iu the case of Moab, the 
Lord said they should not be distressed, Deut. ii. 19. 
■Citentmh was their god, as well as that of the 
Moabites, Judges xi. 24. These people were enemies 
to the house oif Israel, as the Moabites were. We 
read of their> hatred to the Lord's peoplein Judges 
xi- 4t-33. 1 Saok xi. 1. 2 Sam.x. 4. 2 Chron. xx. I. 



ahid w&reiad'df the thfeiateithigi Aehenmvcerf l^dnsl 
OHern by thie propii^ts of the hofi, J«4«Ui. xxvii. 
1— e. xlix. 1-^. Ezefc. xxT. 1— «. In the lut 
prellicUoQ we are expressly told "why tbe AmiUomteS 
ivere Carried iiito captivity by TVebfitchadtt^gmr, 
kaQ, fii Jererh. TiMx. &, we read the prottifse of t&« 
l.erd that the Ammonites shoold bie M^t^tagaitf 
from their captivity, vhibh AtGorDtittgly-fvaB'WXiMa-' 

Slisbed through Cyrus sending them home, as he 
id o^Ht- ca^Tes. These Affl<^le», sift&t 4heif 
ir^turta >frdDi their captivity^ vor^ MibjeCt «tM»Htiaiieft 
fd Egypt, BtM sometimes to %ri«'. Jose!»tyQ»4HiKivtu» 
tfe in Ms Ihne the Antont^ showied «h«it- ihstMrd t» 
^e Jews, aiid exercised ^rd^ tstii6tli«B to -mr^ ■'SB 
lived tear tbdi]!. Juetin Martyr BanAtiMtiDitiB'Ckiy 
^i« %ere tattny Aknmmiitm lUitottK/iti^t b«* 0|i%m 
%B^nree us that in his titni; they w«i« ttnowA MTy^ln^ 
the general nawe of Arabians. Thus vas the ^p««> 
^letiiOti tfecom^ifihed, fijKk. »xv. 10. OhagfW>'^ 
C^Bt^ilMs lived about A. D. '^-'^iigtiD Memjftimi 
Khi^tm m the second (idntury. 

I^ypt in the Bo<^ of PMfms is Cilted iM 
£aNd o/" Sam, Psahn Isxrfli. 51. cvi' SB ; Imt «b* 
TKtee fey which *tte gene»aUy <*ftnoted in SGrip^dreiB, 
tbe Land of MiirOhn, -who vfia A %oti€if &am. 4te 
fertility is mentioned, Gen. xiii. 10, Read the life 
"tff i^eph, the *Ieraeiities' bondage in Egyi*, and 
aheJr'deliverahce'theWfrom, XSieA. xxx^ii. to thelftJ, 
^EiLfiH. i — kV. Thel^ are fe« UtOAom^ whidi ctOi 
')treMnU >to an equal 'sftfiiquit^ *itb tbe Bgy^MKHJ^ 
laid ¥hel<r eoo^ti^ '^ th« onfy oMe *« hitfti h«ui 4>s*He 
^e BQ^A^ Of a^6¥i of Noah. l^etMUftk «r)ni^m«f 
^^ypt h ta^t^tied nn ^i^ptttrk «b lihte «o«4h«ili 
%tfottda^ of <itlr6 9atM «of iPMknis^ «n 4bfe tiidQ «f 
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Jaalma xr. 4* .|S't^ vaa the Hebrew name of the 
Kile> Joshua Jtiii. 3^ Jerem. ii. 18. The word Sihor 
signifies a mvddjf water, as the water of the Nile 
geoeraily is.. Amos calls it ** The river of ihB 
wilderuess," because the most eastern arm of it, and 
the nearest to the land of Caoaan, was near Arabia, 
^ the wiidenfess, and watered that ctUitoncEtUvd by 
the £gyptiaas, Arabia. 

Solomon married a daughter of one c£ the 
kings of Egypt, 1 Kings tu. 6. In Rehoboam*s 
TeufD a king of Egypt declared war a^iust him* 
S Chiwi. xii. % 3. Sbishak, king of ^ypt, took 
away the treasures of the Lord s house, &c. This 
18 the same Shishak to whom Jeroboam fled, 
1 Kings }ci. 40.; an,d who, when he came into Judes, 
Aid DO harm to JeroboamLs territories. Until ^e 
Itime of Shishak the Scripture always mentions the 
kit^ ef Egypt by the general jasfca& of PAetroah, 
whicb wgoifies ki^. 

According to Sir Isaac Newton, Shishak was 
the greatest conq^ueror, and the most celebrated 
herQ» of all antiquity. He was the Bacchus, Osiris, 
aad Hercules, of the Greeks; the Bel us of the 
Chald68PB;andtheMar8,orMaVors,oftheThracians. 
Coneecniog Necho, king of Egypt, read 2. Kings 
Xxiit S[9- 2 Cbcon. xxsv. 20. Jercm. xlvi. 2* 
Apries, a king of Egypt, is called Pharoah Hophrah 
in the Sacred Writings, Jerem. xliv. SO- He was 
the grandson of Necho, who made war with Josiab, 
Bzek,.xxU. 3. These predictions have had their 
aecoiDplifihsient This Pharoah Hophrah was 
vanquisheid, made prisoner, and afterwards straiiglfd, 
accordbg to Herodotus. Concerning Egypt's 
teMfaory^ tow4rdB Israel read 2 Kings xviii. %1. 



Tssdah xsxvi. 6. Ezefc. xxix. 1 — 21. xxx. 1—26. 
Joel iii 19. In Ezek. xxix. 3, Pharoah Hophrab 
is called " The great Dragon of the rirer/' that is»- 
the crocodile of the Nile ; to denote his power, 
terrible appearance, and destructive coudoct 

What Zechariah prophesied concerning Ejfypt 
was predicted about A M. 3440. It is geDerally 
agreed that the princes of the line of Pharoah sat on 
the throne of Egypt, in regular succession, until 
Canibyges, king of Persia, conquered the Egyptians 
about A. M. 3450 ; Egypt then continued -a part of 
the Persian empire until it was taken by Alexander 
the Great, A. M. 3650. He built the celebrated 
city of Alexandria. At the division of Alexander's 
dominions, Kgypt fell to the share of Ptolemy, 
about A.M. 3700. In this line Egypt continued 
until the time of Cleopatra. After ber death, about 
A. M. 4000, it became a Roman province ; until 
A. D. 641, when it was taken by the Saracens; ' 

Between the years 1150 and 1190 it Was go- 
Terned by Norriden, whose son, the famous Sala(finy 
was so dreadful to those Christian adventurers, the 
crusaders, and retook from them Jerusalem. Abctnt 
124b the Mamelukes advanced one of their owd 
officers to the throne, and ever after chose their 
prince out of their own body.- In the year 1517* 
the Turks, under Selim, reduced Egypt to its pre*- 
sent state of subjection. 

Read Jerem xlvi. 1—26. Ezek. xxx. 13, 96'. 
Jeremiah xliii. 8—13. xliv. 20, 30. Joel iii. .19. 
According to Jeremiah, Ezekiel, &c. Egypt was 
ravaged by Nebuchadnezzar after the siege of Tyre.. 
He slew multitudes c^ the Egyptians, aad,. loadtiag 



himself witb spoiK be left oidy a deputy. kifig 
wbom he sppoiuted. 

The practice of charming, alluded to Psalm 
Iviii. 4, 5. Bcclee. x. l\. aiid Jerem. viii. 17. appears 
to prevail in Egypt unto tbie day ; for some of the 
natives pretend they can play witb a serpent called 
Cerastes, which to them is perfectly harmless, but 
when applied to a hen, or any other aDimal, it bites 
juid instautly kilts them. 

It is said the Egyptians are now mostly au 
indoleut people, ignorant, proud, and vaiu« 

The Philistines were the descendtmts of 
Mizraim, the son of flam, Gen. x. 6 — 14. 1 Chron. 
i. 12. They came from the island of Cdphtor to 
the land of Palestine, and were also called Caph- 
torims, Deut. ii. 23. Jerem. xlvii. 4. Amos ix. 7. 
They bad been atongtivie in the land when Abrani 
came thither, about A. M. 2083. In consequence 
of the Philistines dwelling in the land of Canaan, 
Ihe whole country, in after ages, was called Pales^ 
tine. They were a powerful people in Abraham's 
time, and are not comprehended iq the kuigdoms 
devoted to extenoinatioa. However Joshua did not 
forbear to give their land to the Hebrews, and to 
fall upon them, hy commaitd fram the Lord, 
because they possessed- a country which was pro- 
jnised to the people of God, Joshua xv. 45 — 47. 
xiii. 2, 3. Joshua's conquests over them seem to 
have been ill-maintained, since, under the judges, 
the Philistines oppressed the Israelites. 

; David subjected thena to bis government, and 
l}^y continued iu subjectioa to^ the kings of J^dah 

E 3 
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fiown to tBe relj^.of JeLordm, son of /eboshisphfll^ 
that is, for abuut 246 years. Although they re^ 
Tolted, Jeboram probably reduced them to obedieDco 
again, because it is observed in Scripture that they 
revolted agaio from Uzziah, and that this priticA 
kept theiD to their duty during the time of lui 
reign, 2 Chronicles xxri. 6, 7. 

During the reign of Aha2 the Philistines ni&d<4 
great havoc iu the territories of Jadah, but his son 
and successor, Hezekiah, subdued them, 2 Chron. 
jKXvHi. 18 2 Kings xviii. 8; but they regained 
their fullLi liberty under the latter kings of Judah, 
They were great enemies to the people of God. 
^ead the denunciatiou^ against them, Isaiah xi. 14, 
Jerem. xxv. 20. xlvji. 1. £zek. xxv. 16. Amos i. 0. 
Zepbaniab ii. 4, 5. ' 

^ssftr-Haddon, king of Assyria, besieged A.sfc^ 
dod, and took it from the Fhilistinea, Isaiah x^. 1^ 
According to Herodotus, a king of Egypt then 
took it, aftier a very long siege. After this it fell 
into the hands of the Persians, then under the do- 
ini^ion of Alexander the Great, about A. M. 36711^ 
who destroyed the city of Gaza. Several citiei of 
the Philistines were afterwards subject to the Jews^ 
about A. M. 3900. These different subjugations c^ 
the Phitistuies prove the fulfilrtent of the denuncj* 
adons against them by the prophets of the Lord. 
According to CoHyer, Gaza is one of the besfri 
peopled cities in Palestine, but is subject to- the 
Turks,, fts also is Ashdod, which is now a small 
village, called by the Turks, Alzette. 

Syria joined Judea op the south. It waS at 
%Bt governed by its own kiogs, each »f who» 
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«^^^ W hh opff^ city* voA over his owp c^ton. 
|^4n98!eH3 V9S tfae capital. David s))|bclu«(J the 
§yrijHJ8 ftbQUt A.JVI- 2960, 2 Sam. viii. 5, a»d again 
in St9(|8| upoq the occasipa of the ^ar hp^ had ^th 
l^e Afiiiqoqites, tp whom the Syrjaus thoil^t fit t.0 
give as6i8t»uce«$ Sara- x. 6 — }9. Jhey coufiBued itt 
j^ubjecjtioD until after the reigaof SoloBiQn. About 
A. M- 3020, they shook olT the yoke, 2 I^iMg^ xiv. 
^, XV, Jd A.m. 3?46, Tiglaib Pille^r, kiog ?^ 
Assyria book. X>$ina8cus their capital, killed Re^ia 
th^r king, and transported tiie Syri«w b^yi:^^ thp 
Euphrates, 2 Kings xvi. 9. A«ios i, 3 — 6. From 
4^at l^ffitt Syria was in subjeetiqu to Assyria, the 
Chaldeaqs, the Per»iaus, and Qreei^aa. Poippey 
:^e Qreat reduced Syria to a Jloman province^ about 
A- M- 383!j, iivhen this moQarehy bec^jpe quite 
jsxtinct. Observe — It is Antioghus ^^htta^, kiag 
Af Syria, vrhom Daniel speaks of, chap, viii- S- ¥• l3> 
Pe r«ignM abo^i A- M. 3830, uid was a luofit 
idi^eadfui eaemy to .the Jevvs, Jejrem. xlix. S^rrrS?. 
J««iah »?U- 1. 

Ashur, the son of Shem, gave his name to 
4^yriA> Q@i^- N- 11> I4S. Niioeveh Vfts the capital, 
aiwi to titis cky Joo^h and Nahum were 8e;nt. The 
- on^e of the AssyriauB is supposed to be the most 
^c^eftt 4n the .^tst. It would seem froiq Scripture 
tixvft it was fouuded about the time the tower of 
£lf^@l was built, but, after the tine of Nimrod, we 
h<»r no more of it in the Saered Records, uo^ the 
jfiHtx 3234, 2 Kings xv. 29, 1 Chron. v. 2ft; thongU 
U is svpposed that the four kings who, iu t^ days 
ftf Aloraham, invaded the southern parts of Caoaan. 
Cien. xir. ctuqne j&qm the cwntri^ vdteie JNilH^ 

«4 
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We-readof TiglathPiHeser> 2 Kings-xv. He 
was succeeded by hiH son Shalmtoeser, 2 KiDgs xvii. 
Sennacherib was the successor of Shalmaneser, 
2 Kings xviii. 13. He was succeeded by his son 
Essar-Haddoii, 2 Kings xix. 37. After EssAr- 
HaddoQ bad reigned some years, he made himself 
master of Babylon, and, after several kings' reigns, 
Nineveh was destroyed, and the empire' translated 
to Babylon. Here we see the fultilment of the 

Srophecies against Assyria, and its great capital 
[iaeveh, Isaiah x. 5 — 19. Ezekiel 3lBt chapter, 

Nabopolassar, who translated the em^nre to 
Babylon, was Buccf!eded by his son Nebuobadnezzar 
the Great, who took Jerusalem ; Nebuchadnezzar 
by his son, Evil Merodach, and be was succeeded 
by his son, Belshazzar, in whom the empire of tbfe' 
Assyrians and Babylonians terminated, by DariuS' 
theMede taking possession of the empire, through- 
Gyms, his general, Dau. v. 31. Here we see the' 
Assyrian and Chaldean empire swallowed up ia 
the Persian, 

Samaria was formerly the capital of a country 
called by that name. The way from Judea into- 
Galilee was through Samaria. The city was built' 
by Omri, A. M. 3079, 2 Kings xvi. 24. It was the- 
capital of the ten tribes, Hosea vii, 1 . viii. 5. Ahab 
built in Samaria a palace of ivory, 1 Kings xxii. 39. 
The Saniaritaiis were a wicked people, Amosiii.15. 
iv. 1, 2. 1 Kings xx. 1, % 3. This city was taken 
by Shalmaneser, A. M. 3283. Hosea speaks of tiie< 
cruelties -exercised by Shalmaneser against the 
beBi^;ed, Hosea x. 4, 8. 9. xiv. 1, and Mieab says 
this city was reduced to a heap of stones, Micahii6.' 
But the Chuthites. who were sent to inhabit Samaria^ 
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rebailt'part of it; we find it mentioned Ezrafr. 17. 
J^Cehem. iv. 2. The Samaritans were a mixed people 
iafter the captivity, and had some of the Jewish 
worship amongst them, SKingsxvii. The Jews and 
tbe Saraaritaos hated each other from the days 
of Jeroboam, Ezra iv. 4 — 10. Nehemiah iv. 2. 
Jerem. xxiii. 13. Joha iv. 9. viii. 48. 

Samaria stood finn for a considerable time 
against the assaults of Benhadad, king of Syria, 
but was at last destroyed by Shalmaneser, king of 
Assyria, when he carried away the ten tribes captive, 
S Kings xvii. But it seems to have risen again out 
of its ruins, since we read that the Samaritans got 
leave of Alexander the Great, about A. M 3700, to 
build a temple on Mount Gerizira.  It afterwards 
beciune subject to the kings of Egypt and Syrifi, 
until it was taken by Johannes Hyrcanus, the high- 

ftriest of the Jews, A. M. 3900, who defaced and 
aid it waste. It was afterwards rebuilt and enlarged 
by Herod the Great. Being united with tbe king- 
dom of Judah it became, with it, a province of tb9 
Roman empire. 

Some of these Samaritans are to be found ia 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine, and other parts of the EasL 
They profess to be more exact in the observance ot 
the law of Moses, than the Jews themselves. 

Babylon, the capital of Chaldea, was built by- 
Nimrod, Gen. x. 10, and was deemed one of the 
seven wonders of the world. The word Babyion^ 
means cout^ision, or mixture. Tbe Scripture speaks 
of it in many places. In Abraham's time, we may- 
observe there was a king ofShinar, Gen. xiv. 1, 
where Baby km waa' situated, la the reigiv of 
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Hezektethamboa^ttdoiis from Babylon visited hinti 
SKiuguxK. 12. TbepropM]8»iabUve(l^t.U4iitUMiiff( 
wid predicted i^ calamities whicb the Babyk)itiafu| 
vbouitj bjius uppe. Pa|«6tiaf, w Judea* the cRp«i*ity 
«f tbe J«M)ii>r their return froin ^bylofi. }J^ fitll of 
that ffN>a« citj. and its beitig tait^p ^f U»e Med^ 
and PersiaiiB Tbe pr^pheUi who sitCQeeded kRJftib 
as Jereiuiab, Ezekiel, and Daniel, « ho were living 
ifi the Hue of Nobucbaduezzar, aud ww the evtreme 
(ui^fortuaes of JeruAatem, and tb« diss^Uti^n of tb« 
kiitgdoni of Judtih, arv stiil store talpeu qp with tJas 
gnuideur of tWbyloii, its eruelCv, aud the ev-ilv 
wiUi which God at last w<oiiJd OT^nvb^lna it, IsHab 
zjii> 19. Ki«. 4* J«rfu.U.41. Dtt»>.iii,3(k 

We find tbe Saeved Wnters spealt of it a% ttga 
of the greaitest and most powerfol cities in theworld. 
But this great eitv was taken by Cycue* wbP was 
geuerW to bis wtele Uari»9 th^ M/e^, Dia*. t. 91^ 
JuHaf-HttAdttaikiofft^A^ria, cttMquered Babylon, 
aod uuibed th» two ki»gdoiBs of So^yloa a)*d 
^iyria.- Neb««b9diiei2»r, kin mtceewHor, took the 
Jews into captivity, 2 Kiugs xxv. 10, 11. 3 CbflW. 
xxxvi. 20. 

Tbe Adsyriw eo^Hite was lAesib^y^ abowk thff 
y«a4- 3378. from which time SabyloB beoatsfr ihe 
ouly ca^tal ^ the A«isyri»Q ivouaKcJhy, J^^wy<^ 
being destroyed. Two or three kings reigned here, 
atril Belabajizar ^tet ihem ; a wiek^d and ivpious 
wince, )u> whose reign Cyrus toe^ Saby^qv. 
Btfj^hn is^eaUedia Daiii^l, " Th^ golden (sty,*! wd 
by tiiwofai, " Tbe ^lory <rf iURg<W)B —The bfigu^ 
of tihe -Chaldees' eKoditoncy ; " iwd di«B ia wcbled 
whqt it shoniji be. Isai^ siii.lO— 24. This i«nc>- 
4icUw Jsas Jbeea fuIlUted. Xr«#0ll«icB caa fcw^y 



iift wli^re tMs great eity omw^stoodi neitbev-vaft 
they safely approach tite plaee, oa ace«uat of Uia 
-venomous creatures that abound there. Bat*-yIoa- 
-was so renarkabty -wicked that, in the hook of ihe 
Revelations, it is used as a figure of Atitic^iat: 
The kiof^om of BabylOD ceased by ito beiug tak«a 
by CyrUB the Peman, about 50 tears after Nei>u^ 
cbaduezzar had destroyed the temple of Jerutialeiu^ 
When Cyvus took Babylon by si^e, the liver waa 
turned in opoo the country round it, which Isan^ 
foretold, chap. xiv. 33 ; yet Babylon was not then 
destroyed, it sunk by degrees, and at last euded-ia 
a pa^etttal deailattou, agre^ifale t» the word of 
lAte Lord,^ Uaiah 13th chapter, xiv. '^— 27. iacem. 
50th and 5l8t chairs. 

CeinaKD's eWest ion was celled SjdtHi, Gea.x. 15, 
and built die city called by bis name. In Je^thiw 
3d. 8, it is called SUdon the Greta; it was iu Pheuecia 
or Canaan, and we find in Joshuaxix. S&, that Sjdoa 
was assigned to Ashur, but this tribe never coulA 
get possession of it, Judges i. 31. The gods af the 
Sidoinans were Baal, Astarte, or the Sun, &c. Tb« 
children of Israel often fell into the idolatry of the 
Sidonians, especially after Ahab married Jesebel* 
daughter of Et^aal, king of the Zidofiians, a Kings 
xvi. 31. Stdon, or ZmIod, and titt Zidonians, ace 
luentiDned in various parts of the Sacred Wrkii^^ 

The city fomterly called Sidoa m now eaUed 
fitndW, or fiayd; it has loi^ beea £uious for k» 
great trade and -navigation, vad is said to be mtBatm 
ApMi'tiie shores of the MeditemMeau,. in- ftt-fioe 
country, and bssan excellent harbour. It b«R<been 
poted for tiie «kiM aaddejiteii^of^aTli6o^qi> ftii4 
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it wa* here that glass was first made, in the tiftw the 
ChrbtiahB were in possession of the Holy Land. It 
was au episcopal yee, underthe archbishop of Tyre, 
about A. D. 1100. After the Christiaus had taken 
Jerusalem, a governor of Cesarea had .the city .be- 
stowed upon him, and it was then called 8eyde. - A' 
Tartarian captain took it in. 1260, and in process of 
time it came into the hands of the Turks, who at 
present are masters of it, aud have been more thmi 
200 years. About 100 years skice it was a place 
much frequented by merchants. This 8idon, 8ayde, 
or Seida, contains about 5000 inhabitants, is an ilU 
built place, but has still a considerable trade; the 
French are, or were, the only Europeans here, aod 
it IB the residence of a Turkish bashaw. 

Zidon having been taken by the Philistines of 
Askelon, many of the iahabitaats escaping theuce 
in their ships, built Tyre; and therdTore it was 
called in Isaiah xxiii. 12, The Daughter of Sidon. 
But it soon outgrew its mother in largeness, riches,- 
and power. Tj re was a lamous city of Phenecia, 
allotted to the tribe of Ashur, Joshua xix. 29, 
thou^ it does not appear, that the Ashoritee ever 
drove out the Canaanites, who possessed tiie mari- 
time cities of that canton. It was at first situated 
on a high hill on the continent, and the ruins .are 
still remaining under the name of PaLetyrus, or Old 
Tyre. But in process of time it was removed to an 
adjacent rocky island, about half a mile from the 
main \^u&, and became a place of suph great tradfe 
and wealth, that, according to the aforementumed 
prophet, her merchants were princes, Isa. sxiii. 6t. 
In Joshua xix. 29, Tyre is called a strong t^ty, and 
u frequently mentioned in the Scnpturos. 
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MiBtoriiUifl aflbrd us such iDfonnatimi resftet^iAg 
Tyre as proves the fulfilment of prophecy concem- 
iag* that city, e:i(cept their being' brought to Ghritit^ 
whicb we may exoect will be the' case boodct or 
later Abeut I5^ears after the destruction of 
Jeruaalein NebuchadDezzar made Inmself master of 
Tyre, after a siege of 13 years, aod utterly destroyed 
the place ; that is, the city which was on the con- 
tineiit, the ruius of which, as before observed, are 
called PaletyruB, or Old Tyre. The Tynans had 
removed tlieirweahh before their greatest extremity, 
so that Nebuchadnezzar found DothiDg to repay 
faim for the long siege. Read Ezek.- xxix^ 17, 18. 
This prophecy was very soon fulfilled; for Nebu- 
chadnezzar, as soon as he left Tyre, marched agaiost 
£gypt, and there-loaded himself with spoils. The 
Xyrians built themselves a new city oa an island 
about half a mile distant from the shore. It appears 
from travellers, that Old Tyre, called by the pro- 
phet the crowning cihfi is quite a desolated place, 
inhabited only by a few fishermen. So admirably iK 
the word of the Lord fulfilled concerning Tyre ! 

NeW' Tyre seems to be included in some of the 
predictions against Tyre, and Alexander the Great 
was the instrument made use of to fulfil some oi 
them, about A. M: 3070. He took New Tyre after 
almost incredible trouble ; being seven montiis 
making a bank from the continent, through the sea, 
to the island tfhere' the city stood; for which the 
rubbish of Old Tyre furnished him with materials. 
This bank is to this day a kind of peninsula, aboat 
half a mile- ill length, Alexander burnt down New 
Tyre, and- destroyed, or enslaved most of the 
iuhabitants. For after it was taken be had 3,000 
Tynans crucified. These things show the veracUy 



^ <6od. After AfeKaiufar'a time TyreiiirM rc^ired^ 
tmd the emperor Adrian made it the inetropDlis of 
Ptienecia, A. D. 109. U was wi archbMhopric, un^er 
Hie 'Patriarch of Aiitioch, md ^tervrards under liim 
«f Jerusalem; about A D. 1100. Nowj according 
to Cotlyer, it is bat a meao borough, tmder the 
AmnmioB-of the Turfca. 

And DOW, ivy be)oT«d Ghildrea, I Ii«pe ftod 
Imit yon will carefully examine tbe different teKta 
of -tjcnpt w re to wiiidi I bare referred you is tbese 
Letters. T)»e tbing is pra<^cable. Some caa be 
c^Xbimned at ooe thne, and some at another. . Ilbat 
tiMe ie ate// employed which is spent in " s^trchiog 
4be Hor^nves," aiMl in learning the mind and will 
«f iGod, as contained ther^; in observing and 
admiring, also, the striking and complete accom- 
pUAmadt of Diviae Predictioa^ 

The Bible is called " The Wowl. of XitfA:' 
Thto >term Wo«d in fis^isb is in iGreek Logos, in 
Hebrew MtMRA. The term Mimra, not sig»fying 
merely Jehovah, but Jehovah under the peculiar 
fiiea of holding corattMoioa with oten by Of^iearing 
imt!ho'fiirni ^' avum, vrasadopted by the TargbatifltS, 
vt Ghaldee Farapbrasts. The ParafihraBea wene in 
the -comiDon dialect of the Jews ; iu the tmie of our 
tjotui JesQB Christ they were nead in the eynagogoti 
as«xplanatory of the text, which was first, read m 
Hebrew. Tbe apos^es often adopted their style, 
end John took tbe H^rew word, Mimra, from 
those books, retaiaiDg in it only its old idea. 
Which was thus derived. The Lord appeared to 
Meses, &c. Sfme of itfae-anoieat Jews cetehing up 
U*e idea of tpemking, «r TeveaJing the wAl of God, 
^<4aoh was tfae end of the aj^ariug, ventared to 
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eatl the ftppeatance, Mimra, Logos, or Word — the 
Word of the Lord Hence, probably, the Word 
of God became an idiom for God. The Jews wh( 
lived out of Judea translated the term into Greek 
and the Person who appeared obtained the iiame i: 
Logos, which, while it retained its original idei 
was determinate and proper. It stood for that si 
gular Being, God the Medium— that great Siiprem 
whose mauner of existence was unknown, and wl 
would some time appear in the likeness of man, 
redeem mankind. As the Evangelist John used 
it signified God, who fore-appeared to the Patriarc 
and gave the Law to Moses — a Divine, bun 
Being, anciently known to the Jews by the nami 
JeuovaH'Mihba, and »nce to the world by 
name Jesus. 

I most ardently wish you to understand 
tJNiTV and Harhony of the Bible, as one < 
plete Revelation from God, and this cannot be 
ivitbout comparing 7'Ae two Testaments tos< 
In these Letters 1 nave endeavoured to assist y 
this important affair. Oh! that this " labor of 
may be attended with the blessing of the Lord 
that each of you may live in His fear! Such 
ferveut prayer of 

Your affectionate part 



